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HE church or Sunday-school worker who buys 
equipment and supplies on a regular and con- 
stant program can thoughtfully select from good 
advertising that which will best fill his needs. The 
hand-to-mouth buyer must often take what he can 
get, and it is often not what he wants. Which method 
is practiced in your Sunday-school? The Sunday- 
school is bound to feel the difference. Why not 
begin to make up your program by using the adver- 
tising columns of this.issue of The Sunday School 
Times ? : 
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The Miracle ‘Supreme 
By W. M. Czamanske 


HERE are miracles in springtime 
On the hillside, in the dell: 
Daisies smiling on the crocus, 
Snowdrops on the moschatel, 


There are miracles in summer 
When the lilies are full-blown, 

All embroidered in their beauty 
And a fragrance all their own. 


There are miracles in autumn 
When the morning glories greet 
All the crimson-coated poppies 
“In the golden field of wheat. 


There are miracles in winter 
When the snowflakes, all serene, 

Shine like myriads of diamonds 

* Bosomed in the evergreen. 


But the miracle surpassing 
For its varied loveliness 

Is displayed where truth and mercy 
Meet with peace and righteousness. 


There we see transcendent glory, 
Fairer than the fondest dream ; 

For the saint who was a sinner 
Is the miracle supreme. 


Not Found in God : 


Every. Christian should be 


showing all “the 


-fruit of the Spirit” all the time. It is not “fruits 


of the Spirit,” as is so often mistakenly said, 

but one fruit in nine parts (Gal. 5:22, 23). 

it is a striking fact, as was brought out in a re- 

cent Sunday-school lesson in The Toronte Globe, 

that the first eight of these nine are all attributes of 
Love. “To know the love. of Christ, which 


passeth knowledge” (Eph. 3: 17-10), “God is love” 
(1 John 4:8). Joy. “That my joy might remain in 
you, and that your joy might be full” (John 15: 11): 
Peace. “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto 
you” (John 14:27). “And the peace of God, which 
passeth all understanding ... . and the God of peace 
shall be with you” (Phil. 4:7, 9). Longsuffering. 
“The longsuffering of our Lord is salvation” (2 Pet. 


3:15). Gentleness. “Thy gentleness hath made me 
great” (Psa. 18:35). “Gentleness of Christ” (2-Cor. 
10:1). Goodness. “Oh that men would praise the 
Lord for his goodness” (Psa. 107:8). Faith. “The 
faith of God” (Rom. 3:3), “I live by the faith of 
the Son of God” (Gal. 2:20). Mecekness. “The 
meekness . . . of risy’ (2 Cor. 10:1). “Learn 


of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart’ (Matt. 
11: 29). when we come to the last, one of the 
nine parts of the fruit of the Spirit, temperance 
or self-control; we cannot find that ’s Word any- 
where attributes that to him. This may seem strange 
at first; then we realize that theré is nothing in God 
or in Christ that ever needs to be ‘controlled, or kept 
under. But in all human beings, even in born-again, 
Spirit-filled children of God, there is that for which 
is needed self-control, — which does not mean the con- 
trol-of self by self, for this is impossible; but the con- 
trol.of self by Christ. So we see the infinite, eternal 
difference between the saved and the Saviour. 
x fi ~<a 
God’s Provision for “Tomorrow ” 
“Tomorrow” is always provided for in the case 
of the trusting Christian. “How we fear ‘tomorrow’ 
—what it may involve and reveal, what new burdens 
may be laid upon us, of new tasks may face us,” says 
Gordon Watt, in a letter to a friend; and he. continues: 
“Here is the answer. ‘Tomorrow~I will. stand on the 
top of the hill with the rod of God in mine hand,’ as 
Moses said to Israel when battle needed to be waged 
with Amalek (Exod. 17:9). That rod in the hand 
_of Moses is symbolic of the authority of God, which 
in this dispensation of grace is invested in the risen 
Christ and operated by the Holy Spirit on the ground 


. 
of the Calvary victory. ‘So ‘tomorrow’ is provided 
for.” While this is grandly true in a general way, it 
is blessedly- true specially as a provision ‘against fall- 
ing into the terrible works of the flesh: such as are 
enumerated in Galatians 5: 19-21, for Amalek, de- 
scendant of the terrible union of Lot and one of his 
own daughters, is a type of the flesh. Our Moses 
-with the rod of victory in his hand is on the mountain 
tap of glory, ever livmg to make intercession for us, 
and to give us the power to overcome if we trust him 


for it. 
=< 
What is the Source of Light? 


Whether or not science ever “discovers” that life 
is the source of light, Scripture seems to say that it 
is. So able an interpreter of God’s Word as James H. 
McConkey believes that physical light (and not only 


spiritual light) may be meant when it is declared in— 


John 1:4, “In him [the preincarnate Christ] was life, 
and the life was the light of men.” We. usually think 
of light as the source of life. If the sun were blotted 
out nature would go color blind, and there would gon 
be universal blackness, coldness, and death. But in 
this passage the thought is reversed by the inspiring 
Spirit. In the new heavens and earth, and the New 
Jerusalem, “they need no candle; neither light of the 
sun; for the Lord God giveth them light” (Rev. 21: 1, 
2; 22:5). While a group of Christians were recently 
discussing’ this, L. L. Legters, the Latin-American 
Indian explorer and evangelist, suggested that there 
seemed to be confirmation of it in the darkness at the 
Crucifixion. When the substitutionary, sin-bearing 
period came on at Calvary, and God turned away from 
his beloved Son as he was being “made sin” in the act 
of redemption, “it was about the sixth hour, and there 
was a darkness over-all the earth until the ninth hour. 

- And the sun was darkened” (Luke’ 23:44, 45; Mark 
15:33; Matt. 27:45). God, who is himself uncreated 
light, withdrew “the light of men” that issues from 
his* very existence for three hours, and there was an 
appalling foretaste of that eternal blackness “which 
men will experience who reject eternal life. 


Second Sight and Greater Sight 


Thou shalt see greater things’ than 
(John 1: 50). 


N THESE material days, one sphere after another 

yields in succession to; the genius of the human 

race — the earth, the sea, the sky. In a very spe- 
cial sense the ancient word of the preacher is being 
fulfilled: “They have sought out many inventions.” 
But though telescopes haye been constructed by which 
men may see small objects on the moon, they have 
never yet seen an angel. And though powerful X-rays 
will reveal the frame and body of man, they never 
catch. a glimpse of his soul. For angels, and souls, 
and “spiritual things” are in a realm apart. Men may 
seek out “many inventions,” yet only “God hath made 
man upright,” and his fiat still holds, inexorably true 
and fundamental: “Except a man be born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God,” and all that pertains 
to it, of grace and of peace and of glory. 

The natural man is born blind, “color-blind,” to the 
great spiritual world. It is God’s ordination that only 
through his “second birth” of the Spirit can a. man 
get his “second sight,” the supersight of faith, which 
will enable him to see, to know, the great spiritual 
world that surrounds him, and to.know God. 

So. men live their lives. blindly, pathetically, unseeing: 

They pass us by like Shadows, crowds on crowds, 

Dim ghosts of men’ that hover to and fro, 
Hugging their bodies| round them like their shrouds, 
Wherein their souls *have perished long ago... . 


Alas! poor souls, the anointed eye can trace 
A dead soul’s epitaph in every face! 


these 





Editor’s Note.—Dr. ‘Northeote Deck, F.R.G.S., of the 
South Sea Evangelical Mission, Solomon Islands, is the 
writer of this editorial; He is-also the author of a deeply 
-devotional. study, “Mounting Up with. Wings,” which may 
be had from The: Sutiday School Times Company, Philadel- 
phia, $1.25, -postage 10 cents. 


Yet, having received the “second sight” of the child 
of God through faith and the new birth, the great bulk 
of true believers are still in the pitiable condition of 
the man. of Bethsaida (Mark 8:24), who truthfully 
confessed, “J see men as trees, walking.” Most do not 
realize that they are not yet made “perfectly whole,” 
or, that better sight is possible. The Saviour’s promise 
and desite, for Nathanaei, “Thou. shalt see greater 
things than these,” needs to be made known to, and 
worked out in the life of, every child of God. 

I knew a lad once, a keen naturalist, who spent his 
holidays collecting every species of birds’ eggs. He 
could never make out why his younger brother could 
always find the nests so much more quickly than he, 
till, after years of effort, his eyes were tested, and it 
was discovered that he was extremely short-sighted, 
and did literally and habitually “see men as trees, 
walking.” When his sight was corrected a new world 
of vision dawned on him; all things became new for 
him, and distant things became clear. But what a loss! 
All those years, without knowing it, he had seen 
“through a glass darkly.” And that is just how. most 
Christians spend their lives, continually hindered and 
handicapped because they carinot. see,’ and therefore 
a know God as he is andas he might bé in their 
ives. DAS 

The greatest wonder of all is the tremendous ambi- 
tions and plans God has for each of our lives. Hu- 
man parents naturally and rightly have great plans 
and dreams and ambitions for their children. But they 
mostly remain only dreams, for they have not the 
power to bring them to pass. But God! How differ- 
ent it is with him. His ambitions, his commands, are 
his enablings. For what he graciously plans for each 
he is willing and able to bring to pass. It only in- 
‘volves “letting go,’ and then “letting God.” And 
what ambitions! For God is a Father who has far- 
reaching ambitions not only for his ten-talent children, 
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but for you and for me, for each, for the half-talent 
child, for the one who seems to have no talent at 
all. All that is needed is that we yield to him, prove 
him, and on our side have “great expectations.” 

What is so wonderful, so unique in the Christian 
life is that in every believer there are such undreamed 
of possibilities. On the human piane we are hopeless 
and helpless. Our friends assess us at our true value. 
They know our weaknesses, our deficiencies, our lim- 
ited capacity, how few are our talents, how puny our 
possibilities. They have us sized up clearly, sometimes 
cruelly. But when'a child of God steps out in faith 
and on God, and discovers the secret of taking hold 
of God, of taking him at his word by faith, then a 
new factor is introduced which confounds all calcu- 
lations and nullifies all estimates. For then begins, 
in an increasing measure, the wondrous fact and prom- 
ise: “All things are possible to him that believeth.” 

Then, as we trust and obey, and begin to. use what 
little talents-we possess, God in his loving bounty be- 
gins to give more. For “to him that hath [and useth] 
shall be given” is God’s unvarying rule. So let none 
of us despair. One with God is a majority, and each 
of us can by faith be linked to. the power of God, that 
we may have “power” and a witness in some direction. 
For God soon begins to discover and develop talents 
or “pounds” quite undreamed of in our lives, which 80 
far have been “laid. up in a napkin.” These he will 
unwrap, if we will let him, if we will humbly prove 
him, that he may make them to be for a praise and a 
glory to himself. 

Let us get this fact fixed in our minds, that God 
always has further ambitions for us, which so far we 
have not realized. These ambitions are not, of course, 
that we should be great, but that we should become 
ever enlarging channels of blessing, and that more 
and more we should be “well pleasing’ unto him, So, 
some of the most precious, most fragrant lives ever 
lived, have bloomed and died almost unknown to the 
world, but watched and tended and delighted in 
by God, some day to rank among his most precious 
jewels. 

For Nathanael the time had come when he was to 
realize some of the ambitions the Saviour had for him. 
The Lord “saw’’ Nathanael under the fig tree when 
he was beyond human sight. But the Lord “saw” more 
than the outward man. He “saw” into a heart, the 
heart of an Israelite indeed, in whom was no guile. 
And this whole “seeing” by the Saviour was so evi- 
dently miraculous that it drew from Nathanael the 
worshiping cry, “Thou art the Son of God!” So was 
born in him the second sight of faith. But at once 
the Saviour’s love and desire for Nathanael far out- 
leapt the present, and ‘he gave. utterance to that ever- 
lasting promise to the believer, “Thou shalt see greater 
things than these.” It is-all in keeping with his regal 
magnificence; he desires a man not only to be “born 
again,” but to be well born; not only to be “saved,” 
but to be mightily saved; not only to have spiritual 
sight, but to “see greater things.” 

The Lord’s promise still further outleaps the pres- 
ent, for he goes on to add, with a wealth of feeling 
and love, “Hereafter thou shalt see heaven open.” 
This is ever so; an opened heart, opened, abandoned 
to the ‘Son of God, is to result in an open Heaven. 
There are various degrees to this promise, the final 
fulfillment of which must still be future. Thus there 
was a continuous opening of heaven to men, as the 
Saviour “opened to them the scriptures.” .It was 
opened wider for the three apostles at the, transfigura- 
tion. It was opened still wider for all believers on 
the day of Pentecost, when it became possible, and 
God’s will for each, to enter in by faith, that he might 
make us habitually to “sit together in heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus.” 

It. is very beautiful and fitting that this blessed 
-promise and prospect of seeing greater things, of see- 
ing Heaven opened, was recorded by the Spirit only 
through the apostle John, the “seer of Patmos,” the 
one who of old triumphantly testified, “We beheld his 
glory!” How much he had seen of the Holy One and 
the Just, in hig long life! From the time he was 
“leaning on Jesus’ bosom” till the day in the prison 
isle, when he was “in the Spirit on the Lord’s day,” 
.and saw the prophetic sweep of the ages, he was.ever 
a “seer.” Let us follow with bowed hearts the in- 
spired record, as it comes word by word to the pen 
of the aged John from his “deep, clear memory.” 
And then let us with holy boldness afresh determine 
that, by the grace of God, each of us will “see greater 
things than these” of our past experience, each will be 
a better “seer” of the Saviour in the present, never to 
rest till we, too,. by grace and the -Holy Spirit, 
are -seated habitually “in heavenly places in Christ 

esus.” 

J For it .is true of these material days, as it was of 
the dark days of Israel, that the “Word of the Lord 
is precious” and rare today, and there is “no open 
vision.” But that makes it all the more urgent that 
we who have opened hearts and an open Bible should 
use it to get an “open vision” of God, to see ever fresh 
beauties in the Saviour. So our glorious Lord, who 
by his death and passion has opened the kingdom of 
Heaven to all believers, shall ever become more amaz- 
ing, more wondrous, more worshipful to our adoring 
eyes. ? 

But what “greater things” am I to covet, to make 
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the goal of my life? What is this ambition that is so 

sale, sO commended by God? For in another - place 

lam warned: “Seekest thou great things for thyself? 

seek them not” (Jer. 45:5). For my clear guidance, 

wm on emerge from the host of witnesses in the 
ord. 

The first is a self-made man. He speaks with bold- 
ness and self-confidence, for he was a successful man 
in the world’s eyes. In boastful accents he proclaims 
his ambition, “I will pull down my barns, and build 
greater.” And I have God’s mind on the whole mat- 
ter in the one short, doomful sentence, “Thou fool!” 
And there is a further weighty and tender warning 
about such mere carnal prizes, “If riches increase, set 
not your heart upon them.” God give us grace to take 
good heed, for.these are not the “greater things” he 
covets for us. 

Then I see another,.a man once accounted a king’s 
son, of high earthly position and proud prospects. 
He is now a fugitive, and is accounted a “fool” by the 
world. So here are two “fools,” the world’s fool and 
God’s fool. But the man the world counts “fool” 
finds an honored place in God’s Westminster Abbey of 
the faithful. And there’ (Heb. 11:27) I read his 
epitaph, written by the finger of God, and it is this: 
“By faith Moses forsook Egypt” and its earthly pomps 
and prizes, “esteeming the reproach of Christ greater 
riches than the treasures in Egypt.” 

I need first, then, the greater sight for a far horizon, 
God’s horizon, to see the delectable mountains of his 
purposes for me, that*I may emulate the giants of 
old, who, with regard to the promises, “having seen 
them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and em- 
braced them.” For “seers” must becgme “doers,” pos- 
sessors. In Switzerland there are many who view the 
transcendent snowy mountain tops. But they only 
gaze upon them from afar, through telescopes from 
hotel. verandas far below. They get no farther, no 
higher. And too many children of God never do more 
than catch a glimpse of “the glory to be revealed.” 
But it should be our present daily possession and en- 
joyment. “He walks in glory on the hills, and. longs 
for men to join him there.” So the’ “greater sight” 
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ef faith should lead me to the “greater riches” of 
Christ’s abiding presence. 

But there is a still greater inheritance. These two 
inevitably lead to a further. obligation, the third of 
the great triqlogy of greater things, the Lord’s tre- 
mendous promise and ambition: “Greater, works than 
these shall ye do.” And only God knows the limit of 
that promise, and the far-reaching scope of the “good 
works which God hath before ordained” for us. 

Guarding the gates of the Mediterranean, between 
Spain and Africa, stood the “Pillars of Hercules,” the 
extreme westward limits of the then known world. It 
is recorded that on the Spanish coins of the. day was 
a picture of the straits, with the proud words inscribed, 
“Ne-plus ultra,” nothing beyond. And then Columbus 
sailed away: and discovered that there was a whole 
world beyond, and the proud motto had to be changed. 
So the “ne” was struck off, making it “plus ultra,” 
ever more beyond. That is the truest motto for the 
Spirit-filled Christian, 

At first for most Christians the motto is “ne plus 
ultra,’ no more beyond, nothing more possible, only 
a life of defeat and failure, only the cry, “O wretched 
man that I am!” But thank God for spiritual ex- 
plorers, who have rediscovered the spiritual land of 
promise of Pentecost and of the early church. For 
us today the “ne plus ultra” of the seventh of Romans, 
“O wretched man that I. am!” may. be changed to the 
“plus ultra” of Romans eight, “Ever. more beyond”; 
for “the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus, hath made me 
free from... sin.” Truly indeed I may “thank God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” _So that for the hum- 
ble, surrendered, Spirit-filled child of God there is ever 
more beyond, more worlds to conquer, more virtues to 
be possessed, more victories to be won. 

There is a wealth of Scripture to show that no less 
than. this is God’s ambition for you and me. This is 
his appointment; must we ever be his disappointment? 
Is he ever to speak in vain? Are. we indeed joined 
to our idols, are we to be resigned to our failure, must 
we ever miss the mark for the prize? “Who will 
vse me into the strong city? ... Wilt not thou, O 

0 IP 





Should We Give a Gambler Money? 


A lady said to me her son was gambling his wages 
away, then came to her to borrow enough to run him. 
She at first refused, as she was short herself, but think- 
ing afterward of Matthew 5: 42, “Give to him that ask- 
eth of thee, and from him that would borrow of thee 
turn not thou away,” she went back and asked her son 
to forgive her and gave him money. 

I said I did not think I’d have done it under the cir- 
cumstances. — 

She said, “How could you get around God’s Word?” 


It bothered me, so if you will kindly advise me, I 
would appreciate it—An Arizona Reader. 


God’s Word never tells us to do that which would 
harm others. The Bible is always the best interpreter 
of the Bible, and the principle that “no prophecy of 
the scripture is of any private interpretation” (2 Pet. 
1:20) is a sound principle for interpreting all Scrip- 
ture; this passage has the meaning that no Scripture 
is of its own interpretation, —that is, is not to be 
“isolated from all that the Word has given elsewhere.” 

Thus the Scriptures tellus thate we are to act in 
love toward others. There is.no love in helping others 
to harm themselves. 

The passage that this conscientious mother and her 
friend have misunderstood -was discussed in the In- 
ternational Uniform Lesson for January 9, “The 
Standard of Christian Living,” in The Sunday School 
Times of December 25, 1926, when the parallel Scrip- 
ture in Luke 6 formed the lesson. On the injunction 
to “give” the Rev. J. Russell Howden commented: 

To be fulfilled as the Lord himself fulfills it (cf. John 
14: 14).- (“If ye shall ask anything in my name,, I, will 
do it.”) The disciple is not ‘commanded ‘to give neces- 
sarily the very thing asked. There may be the refusal 
of the boon desired in order -to the bestowment of a bet- 
ter. You would not give a drug addict cocaine because 
he asks for it. The principle is that one should never 
send the man away. empty. 


To ask God for anything in the name of Christ 
means to ask for that which’ is in accordance with 
God’s will and for our best good. God pledges him- 
self to give us anything of that sort we ask for, if 
we mect the conditions. On the Scriptural: principle 
that “as: he is, so are we in this world’ (1 John 4: 
17), and also the Scripture injunction, “Be ye there- 
fore perfect, even. as your Father which is in heaven 
is perfect” (Matt. 5:48), we are to act. toward others 
as God would act toward them,—always for their 
best good. The principle of giving to those who ask 
of us, and of not withholding from those who would 
borrow of us, is the principle of not standing merely 
for our own natural rights. Christian believers ~are 
citizens of Heaven, and they are to live in heavenly 





unselfishness and according to Heaven’s principles. 
While this calls for the life of continual self-sacrifice, 
it also-calls for the life that always helps, never harms, 
others. If we know that a man is just about to com- 
mit murder, and he asks us for a knife or a pistol, 
our Lord’s word in Matthew 5:42 does not enjoin us 
to participate in the murder by giving the necessary 


implements. 
Fat 


The Christian and Insurance 


Am I justified in asking God to protect my crop from 
hail instead of insuring against it, seeing we live in a. 
land subject.to hail storms? I have always felt that 
I should not insure, but still one feels timid when the 
storms are about. I feel. much the same about any 
kind of insurance. Do you think I do right?—A Sas- 
katchewan Reader. 


The carrying of insurance by the Christian does 
not seem to be in violation of any Scriptural prin- 
ciple. Insurance is simply a method of providing for 
the needs of oneself or those dependent upon: one in 
the event of possible or probable loss. If it is right 
to set aside, from one’s income of this week or this 
month, a certain amount of money to provide for one’s 
needs next week or next month, then insurance is 
proper. To carry insurance does not mean. distrust- 
ing God: It may mean our wise use of funds that 
God has entrusted to us, to provide for necessities 
likely to occur. This principle applies to life insur- 
ance, and insurance against fire, accident, sickness, and 
disasters in the natural world such as floods, storms, 
lightning, and the like. 

"It is possible, of course, to go to an extreme in the 

matter of carrying insurance, just as it is possible 
to take an. extreme and unscriptural position against 
it. But a. certain amount of it would.seem to be a 
legitimate. act for the trusting child of God. Chris- 
tians are told by the Holy Spirit through Paul: “If 
any provide not for his own, and specifically for those 
of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is 
worse than an infidel” (1 Tim. 5:8). 

Even when carrying insurance the child of God has 
every right. to ask for God’s protection against any 
calamity or loss that might require the collecting of 
the insurance. If God sees best to let loss come, he will 
bless the insurance that was taken to provide against 
it. In any event, and under all circumstances, we are 
to be “anxious for nothing,” but with thanksgiving to 
let our requests be made known unto God, praising 
him that he will supply all our needs and will direct 
us as to just what he would have us do in order that 
the need may be met. 
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[ -Can the Theater Uplift or Be Uplifted? 





‘a Concluding the series, “The Christian and the Theater’’ 


By a Former Actor 

















of the drama” to prove ‘close kinship: between 
church and theater. ‘I should be the last»to 

deny that the drama did indeed spring from religion; 
but just how this fact establishes any relationship be- 
tween Christianity and the theater I fail to see. For: 
what has: New Testament Christianity to do with the 
religions of- Egypt and Greece. in-which the Greek 
drama had its origin? The attempts to trace Chris- 
tianity back to various pagan. cults and mythologies 
have dismally failed. The only effect these cults had 
upon Christianity was a corrupting one; nor do we 
need to go very far beyond the apostolic era im eccle- 
siastical history to see how widespread this effect was. 
The whole professing church became nothing - more 
than a Christianized paganism and-remained- so down 
to the Reformation; large sections ‘of it still remain so. 
The medieval religious drama-had its source in .the 
liturgy of this paganized church:~; At first these “sa- 
cred plays” were acted’ only within the confines of the 
church; later they were performed outside. Hannah 
More describes them as “uncouth pieces, in which the 
most sacred persons were introduced as interlocutors, 
and events too solemn for exhibition, and subjects too 
awful for detail, were brought before the audience 
with a formal gravity more offensive than levity itself.” 
After the thirteenth century, says Lecky, “they as- 
sumed a popular form, their religious character speed- 
ily declined, and they became at last one of the most 
powerful agents in bringing the church, and indeed’ 
all religion, into disrepute.” “In gross indecency,’ 
writes the same authority, “they well nigh equalled 
the worst days of the Roman theater. More than once 
the government suppressed the sacred plays in France 


Meee been made of the “religious beginnings ° 


on account of their evil effects upon‘ morals... . im 


England matters seem to have been, if possible; worse.” 
Early Christians and the Theater 


Spiritual Christians of every age have unhesitatingly- 


condemned the theater. What the attitude of the early 
Christians was may be seen in this very fine extract 
from Neander’s Church History: we 
“A condemnation was passed on all public exhibitions 
of that period—on the pantomimes, the drama, the 
chariot and foot races, and the various amusements 
of the circus and theater. Such was the prevailing and 
passionate fondness of the Romans at that time for 
theatrical entertainments, that a man was at once 
looked upon as a Christian simply if he absented him- 
self wholly from the theater. Theatrical spectacles 
were considered as an appendage of idolatry by virtue 
of their origin from heathen rites, and of their con- 


-nection with many of the pagan festivals. Among 


the pomps. of idolatry or Devil worship which. the 
Christians, when enrolled. in the ranks of Christian 
soldiers, were obliged to renounce by their baptismal 
vow, these spectacles were particularly included. 
Moreover, much occurred in them which was revolting 
to the moral feelings and decency of Christians; and 
even if this were not the case, still the spending of 
whole hours on mere nonsense, the unholy spirit which 
reigned in these“assemblies, the wild uproar of the con- 
gregated multitude, seemed unsuited to the holy seri- 
ousness of the Christian’s priestly character. 

“The Christians did, in truth, consider themselves 
as priests, consecrated for their whole life to God, — 
as temples of the Holy Spirit; whatever, therefore, 
was alien to that Spirit . . . must be avoided. ‘Go 
has commanded,” says Tertullian, ‘that the Holy Spirit, 
as a Spirit essentially tender and gentle, should -be 
tended with tranquillity and gentleness, with quiet and 
peace; that it should not be disturbed by passion, fury, 
anger, and emotions of violent grief. How can suc 
a spirit consist with the spectacles? For no spectacle 
passes off without some violent agitation of the pas- 
sions. No one that goes ‘to the play thinks of any- 


thing else but to see and be seen. Is it. possible, while. 


listening to the declamation of the actor, to think on 
the sentence of a prophet, or in the midst of the song 
of an eunuch meditate on a psalm? If every kind 
of immodesty is abominable, how can we allow our- 
selves to listen to that which, inasmuch as we know 


that every idle and unprofitable word is condemned by. 


our Lord, we dare not speak?” 

In spite of all the efforts of its well-wishers to have 
the theater regarded as an educational agency and _ as 
a medium for uplifting society, the theater can never 
be anything more than a place for amusement. I- do 
not need to support this thesis with any poor argu- 
ments of my own, for it has already been ably-cham- 

ioned by America’s foremost dramatic critic, George 
Seen Nathan, from whom I shall presently quote. 

First a few words about the man: himself. Nathan 

knows the theater, both European and- American, as 


very few men know it. His viewpoint is that of- the 


ra) What about ‘religious plays, and religion help- 

- cing the etage? - Here are sharp; scorching words 

- from the tic critic and the theatrical pro- 
ducer. -: These men have -no illusions, and they 

_ know the facts. They can help deceived Christians 

- who are willing. to be helped. 

: With this article the “former actor” — who is 

- mow. studying for the ministry in one of the most 
conservative ‘theological seminaries.in America— 

' concludes his series; the earlier articles having 
given his personal ‘expérience and convictions 
under the following topics: =~ 

From a Christian Home’ to the Stage 
-An Emotional Pagan Goes In for Experience 
... . 4Am~-Actor Turns from Fatalism to Faith 
When’ An Actor Saw That Christ Is;Coming Again 
‘The Verdict of Famous Actors 








cultured -pagan — quite free from any moral bias or 
“puritanical”. prejudice.. From this viewpoint. he ap- 
praises the .theater, and his appraisal constitutes a 
more damning case than all the fulminations of all the 
moral reformers in Christendom. He writes with a 
breath-taking candor, bending backward most of the 
time. to avoid a euphemism, 

I quote, to begin with, from the last chapter of one 
of his early books, “The Popular, Theater,” first pub- 
lished in 1918. 

“No first-rate, or even second-rate, critic any longer 


.-believes-that- the- stage is the place for thought, or 
.views the theater as an educational institution. 


“Secondly, no first-rate, or even second-rate, critic 
longer believes that the stage is the. place for fine 
dramatic. literature.’.-. . Fine. dramatic literature, in 
short,. belongs not upon the stage, but in the library... 

“In a word, the discerning critic comes to~ realize 
that the place of the theater in the community is in- 
finifely léss the place of the university, the studio 
and. the art gallery than the place of the circus, the 
rathskeller and the harem. ... 

“This, then, is the fairest critical view of the theater. 
But since it is obviously directed at and from only the 
best “type ‘of theatergoer it is, in like obviousness, not 
safely to be divulged to the masses. Of this the sincere 
critic is ever deeply appreciative” 


The Critic Who Best Serves 
In the ‘same connection, earlier in the chapter, 


-Nathan writes:. “The critic who best serves the the- 


ater must be at once a hypocrite and a surpassing liar. 
He must stand, a giant and immovable rock, against 
the tides of truth and honesty. He must, for the good 
of the theater, deny with all the vouchers and clo- 
quence at his command that the theater is a mere place 
for light amusement; ... If the theater is to be made 
better, finer, it is to be made so only by a critical con- 
spiracy of silence.” : 

Nathan has significantly called his most recent book 
about the theater, “The House of Satan’! In the 
very first sentence he strikes with a terrific blow of 
his critical cudgel at those sentimentalists who are 
forever talking about the theater’s lofty aims: 

“It has always been the mission of the theater to re- 
duoée, in’ so far as it lay within its power, the man- 
ners-and morals-of the community. Obviously, I do 
not speak of the debased, uncivilized theater, but of 
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America’s foremost dramatic critic has 
this to say: “The critic who. best serves 
the theater must be at once a hypocrite and 
a surpassing liar. He must stand, a giant 
and immovable rock, against the tides of 
truth and honesty. He must, for the good 
of the theater, deny with all the vouchers 
and eloquence at his command that the 
theater is a mere place for light amusement 

-,.. If the theater is to be made better, finer, 
it is to be made so only by a critical con- 
spiracy of-silence.” — 











the theater that is artistically on the highest and finest 
level.” He immediately explains that he speaks of 
the theater “as a synonym for drama. And when I 
speak of drama,-I speak at the same time of most 
of the other arts, for the accompiishment, if perhaps 
not always the intention, of all human art is the lower- 
ing of human virtue. .. . Only the fly-blown and igno- 
rant, however, longer suffer any delusions about the 
purposes of art... if art were what these imbeciles 
imagine, it would have died from the cosmos hun- 
dreds of years ago. It has been kept alive by man's 
unregenerate sinfulness alone. . . . And its greatest 
lovers have ever been the men who most truly appre- 
ciated that behind its pretence of divine origin there 
curled a red and forked tail.” 

Dealing specifically with the influence of dramatic 
art, Nathan writes: “If dramatic art is capable of 
ennobling the spirit, it is reasonable to suppose that 
men most constantly in audience with it should be 
among the blessed of God... Yet it is well known 
that, with. the exception of music critics, there has 
been and is no more spiritually disreputable body of 
men on earth than these very dramatic critics.” He 
then devotes several pages to a rogues’ gallery of great 
critics in the past; an unsavory lot-th y were, indeed, 
as Nathan describes them. Finallyf coming down to 
the present, he says: “My own remaining infinitesimal 
share of manners and morals after something like 
twenty-five years spent under the influence of the, art 
of drama keeps me from going: into the question of 
the more modern critics, many of whom are still alive: 
I therefore simply wink meaningly, and bow myself 
politely out. As for music critics, I content myself 
with referring you to the police records.” 


What of Moving Pictures? 


These brief,. but exceedingly pertinent quotations 
from “The. House of Satan,” should send the mature 
reader to the book itself for further enlightenment. 
To. the discriminating Christian mind it will serveya 
purpose for which it was doubtless not intended. The 
first three chapters are particularly to be noted; alse 
one entitled “The Amusements of Homo Sapiens,” in 
which the imbecility of the average man’s pastimes 
—especially the kind of plays he relishes —is ex- 
hibited. Equally interesting are the chapters, “What's 
Wrong with the Theater,” and “The American Taste.” 

In this last Nathan says some of the truest things 
that have ever been said about the moving pictures: 
Such’ as this, for example: “The movies, nine hun- 
dred and ninety-nine out of every- one thousand. of 
which are the veriest dramatic ditch-water, have 
slowly drowned the dramatic taste of the nation until 
today all that is left of it is a gurgle and a few bub- 
bles.” And again, “The torrent of movie scum has 
swept all vestiges of taste, or what conceivably might 
some day have developed into taste, fronr the country- 
side.” This leads me to add that, although the mission 
of the theater is also even more acutely the mission 
of the movies, the movies are so indescribably trashy 
and vile that they are in a class by themselves. One 
hesitates to mention them in the same breath with the 
theater. 

Some Christians who ordinarily frown upon the 
theater are duped into patronizing it whenever a play 
appears that purports to be religious. The producers 
and the press agents are careful to take this fact into 
account in advertising such plays.- Pious paragraphs, 
designed to catch the eye of the Christian element in 
the community, appear in the newspapers; and compli- 
mentary tickets to the performance are sometimes sent 
to the ministers. I dco not believe that any but the 
most credulous souls are deceived by this kind of thing. 
Certainly the spiritual Christian is not: instinctively 
he senses the true nature of these exhibitions. 

I think I have seen or read nearly every religious 
drama of any consequence that has been played within 
recent years. Some of them were more adroitly done 
than others, but they were all for the most part pure 
hokum. Any reference in them to Christ or Chris- 
tianity simply displays the playwright’s profound igno- 
rance of historic, New Testament Christianity. As 
for the performances themselves. I have watched them 


‘ from the stage in my theatrical days and I well re- 


call the levity (concealed from the audience, of 
course) which the actors now and then displayed, 
Ludicrous and sometimes obscene remarks were pass 
sotto voce, back and forth among the leading players, 
much to the amusement of every one on the gtage. 
The sense of humor of any half-way inteligengl ‘or 
is bound to be roused by some of the solemn 1- 
mery required in these “religious” dramas. But he is 
careful to keep the joke to himself, and the dull audi- 
ence is none the wiser. 

The religious play often deals with Bible stories 
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and Bible characters. This is all very well for the 
world at large; but he is a strange kind of Christian 
who cares to see unregenerate and often dissolute 
actors impersonating God’s prophets and apostles, and 
even the blessed Lord himself. However fine the 
play, and however reverently the theme is handled, — 
as, for example, in “The Dark Hours,” by Don Mar- 
quis, a remarkable piece of work, altogether in a class 
by itself, —the result is anything but happy when the 
play is performed. What Edwin Booth, surely a. com- 
petent judge, said of the famous Passion Play at 
Oberammergau may be said of every such representa- 
tion. “The impression produced generally,” wrote the 
great tragedian, “was that of a show, nothing more, 
and all that has been written of its awful and religious 
effect is bosh, though doubtless sincerely meant by 
emotional and inexperienced folk... .” 

A few extracts should be quoted froma book all 
too little known called “The Truth About the Theater.” 
Here again we have the unpleasant facts presented 
by an unbiased observer, who chooses to write anon- 
ymously. 

“The author of this hook,” says .the Publishers’ 
Foreword, “is one of the won known theatrical men 
in New York, [At the time the book was written he 
was “the general manager of one of the best known 
firms of theatrical producers inthe country.”] What 
he says here he has said deliberately, after long re- 
flection, and with the sole idea of telling the truth that 
the truth may help those who need it most. Young 
men and women ambitious to go on the stage... . will 
find in what he has written the plain facts as he knows 
them — without adornment, exaggeration or excuse.” 

But young men and women ambitious to go on the 
stage seldom see such a book as “The Truth About 
the Theater.” Or seeing it, they discount what it 
says. Their pretty notions about the theater have been 
already formed from rosy magazine articles and books 
in which the great theatrical managers are repre- 
sented as standing at their stage-doors: with open arms, 
eager to receive each fresh aspirant. to histrionic fame. 

“A recital of the discouraging facts,’ says the 
author of “The Truth About the Theater,” “is about 
as futile as it is thankless. . . . Still, every girl who 
comes to New York’ with the definite intention of 
going on the stage ought to come with her eyes open. 
Whether it dissuades her or not, she ought to know 
that theatrical Broadway .knows chastity only to prey 
upon it if it can, and that the atmosphere of the stage 
is insidiously and persistently demoralizing. ... A 
statement like this is likely to meet with the charge 
that the maker of it is ‘preaching.’ Broadway hates 
this kind of ‘preaching’ and hates the ‘preacher,’ and 
a person does not live a year on Broadway until he 
resents being called a ‘preacher.’ But this is not 
‘preaching.’ It is a plain statement of fact. I am 
not moralizing; I am no reformer. I am simply tell- 
ing the truth. Broadway is bad, but bad as it is, the 
stage is worse. This is true, of course, provided so- 
ciety’s accepted code of morals is right and the stage’s 
defiance of the code is wrong. I defend neither and 
attack neither. They are at opposite extremes, and 
if one is good the other is bad, but which is which I 
am not presuming to say.” 

But the Christian does presume to say! 

In another paragraph the author writes: “The 
morals of individuals are no affair of mine and, to 
be candid, I have been in the theatrical business so 
long that I personally don’t care a rap what anybody 
does or how or why they do it. The atmosphere it- 
self begets this sort of indifference and it works its 
way, somehow, into one’s system, gradually, insidiously, 
but thoroughly, like a habit-forming drug. The dose 
of it that sickens today is tomorrow’s necessity. Be- 
hind the curtain, the familiarity, the innuerido, the 
suggestion that shock the novice tonight go unheeded 
tomorrow night, and so on, night by night, week by 
week, until the time comes when old standards no 
longer prevail, when nothing shocks and nothing seems 
improper Or wrong or immoral.” 

That there are some decent people in the theater 
I fully recognize; I have known several of them in 
my Own experience. But these, obviously, are decent 
in spite of, not because of, their profession. To argue 
from a few such outstanding exceptions that the the- 
ter is not, as a whole, an immoral institution is as 
absurd as to argue that the church, because some of 
its nominal members are scoundrels and hypocrites, 
is not, as a whole, a moral institution. 

Let us hear the conclusion of the matter in the 
words of the theatrical manager above quoted: “The 
stage —or the profession, to be exact—is honey- 
combed with what society, rightly or wrongly, calls 
immorality. And that, to be candid, is calling it by 
as mild a term as possible. i 

I have elsewhere, in the notes on acting and. the 
actor, pointed out that the immorality with which the 
theater reeks is, to begin with, inherent in the artifice 
of acting itself. And since the mission of the theater, 
according to the mest distinguished present-day critic, 
is “to reduce . .. the manners and morals of the com- 
munity,” it is idle’ to talk of reforming the theater. 
At bottom the theater will always be immoral. 

Said Dumas, fils, to a friend: “You doenot take 
your daughter to see my play. You are right! Let 
me say, once for all, that vou must not take your 
daughter to the theater. It is not merely the place 
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that is immoral, it is the work. ‘Whenever we paint 
men, there must be a grossness that cannot be placed 
before all eyes. The theater being the picture of the 
passions and social manners, it must ever be immoral, 
the passions and social manners being themselves im- 
moral,” Therefore, when the theater ceases to be im- 
moral it will, ipso facto, cease to be the theater. 

Even were it possible to reform the theater it would 
not be the business of the Christian to do it, The 
world needs ‘vastly more than reformation ; it needs 
regeneration. “Ye must be born again,” said Christ 
to so religious a man as Nicodemus; and “except a 
man be born again he cannot see the kingdom of 
God.” Reform. is merely superficiai; regeneration 
goes to the black heart of the matter and effects an 
entire and permanent change there. That is why 


- the Gospel of God’s grace, which alone it is the busi- 


ness of the Christian to proclaim, is the biggest thing 
in the world. It finds man in his hopelessly lost 
condition and meets his need in the person and work 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. But the message of the 
Cross will always be “to them that perish, foolishness.” 
It is too severe a blow to man’s pride for him to give 
it ready welcome; he has persuaded himself that he 
is not a half-bad sort of fellow after all, and that he 
needs only a little encouragement now and then. So 
the social reform movements thrive, and man con- 
tinues his vain efforts to lift himself by-his own boot- 
straps. 


May 14, 1927 


What is known as the Little Theater Movement has 
spread over the whole country like wildfire in the past 
few years, until there is hardly a community of any 
size that has not at least one amateur dramatic or- 
ganization flourishing in it. Some notion of the move- 
ment’s immense vogue may be gained from the large 
number of books about it that can now be found in 
any first class bookstore. 

Anyone who has observed or taken part.in the work 
of these little theaters knows that at bottom they 
are all children of one mother — the professional 
theater. And “her young ones also suck up blood.” 
No real distinction can be made between the “little” 
theater and the “big” theater... The one is simply a 
cruder, less sophisticated form of the other. These 
amateur organizations are just so many recruiting sta- 
tions for the professional stage. I know any number 
of actors who never would have thought of a career 
in the theater had they not developed a.taste for his- 
trionic fame in amateur dramatics. The intelligent 
Christian, then (“he that is spiritual”), will wisely take 
no part in the Little Theater Movement. 

The theater, whether the play is produced in a 
New York playhouse by members of the actors’ union, 
or in a renovated cow-stable in Hicksville by mem- 
bers of the local Drama League, can get along very 
well without the Christian. And the Christian, in 
New York or Hicksville, will certainly get along very 
much better without the theater. 
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E ARE so accustomed to speaking of God as our 

Father that we are inclined to forget the rela- 
tionship that, from God’s point of view, such a name 
implies. When Christ was teaching to his disciples 
the principles of the kingdom of -Heaven, as recorded 
in Matthew 18, he used the terms “a little child,” “lit- 
tle children,” or “little ones,” six times as an essential 
attitude to cultivate, if we would know God. It must 
have been the recollection of this conversation that 
made John constantly repeat “little children” in his 
= Epistle. Not simply “children” but “little chil- 
ren, 

The characteristics of little children that Christ 
drew attention to and that John mentions should be 
true of you and me. 

Their receptiveness. “Except y become as 
little children, ye shall not is “(Matt 18:3). A 
child believes simply; it does not worry about argu- 
ments. We need this receptiveness, not only at the 
beginning of our Christian life, but right through, — 
an ability to trust the promises we daily read. A lit- 
tle child’s religion centers around the person of the 
Lord Jesus, the facts of his life and death. Let yours 
do so too. 

Their humility. “Whosoever shall humble himself 
as this little child, the same is greatest” (Matt. 18: 4). 
Similar words are used of Christ, who “humbled him- 
self, and became obedient unto death” (Phil. 2:8). 
So the most childlike is the most Christlike. 

Their innocence. “My little children, these things 
write I unto you that ye sin not” (1 John 2:1). Sin 
springs from the heart. We need to have God create 
in us a clean heart, a new heart, a childlike heart. 

Their instruction. “Little children, it <s the last 
time.” “Little children, let no man deceive you” (1 
John 2:18; 3:7). <A child must be warned. That is 
why we need daily to read the Father’s instructions 
to us, and to listen constantly for the voice of the 
Holy ‘Spirit, the Teacher. Thus we become “wise as 
serpents,” though “harmless as doves.” 

Their dependence. “Little children, abide in him” 
(1 John 2:28). The Father has promised to hold us 
by our right hand, but you must reach up and put yours 

nhis. Prayer is just this. God demands that we rec- 
poate wo continually our dependence. That is why he has 
made prayer essential if we would receive from him. 

Their gentleness. “Little children, let us not love 
in word, but in deed” (1 John 3:18). How 
much would be avoided if we remembered this! In 
commenting on “Thy gentleness hath made me great,” 
Archbishop Benson said: “Without gentleness, things 
may be done, but oh, at what cost of tears and blood!” 

Their restraints. “Little children, keep yourselves 
from idols” (1 John §:21). It is common to con- 
sider that worldly amusements, and the like, do not 
matter. But little children have to be restrained. As 
a child of God you cannot go anywhere and do any- 
thing, or you will lose fellowship with your Father. 

As you read over these seven characteristics, ask 
yourself, “Have I these?” Pray you may have all. 

Next we find that little chlliren have four tremen- 
dous privileges. 


Forgiveness. “Little children, . . . your sins are 
forgiven you” (1 John 2:12). If innocence be marred, 
a little. child is quickly sorry, and is as quickly for- 
given. Cultivate quick confession of sin and you can 
be as certain of your-Father’s immediate forgiveness. 

Knowledge of the Father. “Little children, ... ye 
have known the Father” (1 John 2:13). We are not 
visitors but we belong to the household of God, and 
we have the intimate knowledge that results. It has 
been said that if a bachelor and a father enter a room 
where there are children, the children quickly discover 
the father. However this may be, it is true spiritually. 

Access. “Their angels do always behold the face 
of my Father” (Matt. 18:10). Elsewhere we read 
of the angels of God ascending and descending upon 
the Son of man (John 1:51). The angels evidently 
have a special ministry to the heirs of salvation, and 
the need of a little child has an irresistible claim on 
a father. However busy he may be, he will always 
respond to the touch of little fingers on his door. 
Christ was not too busy for the children, neither is 
the Father. 

Protection. “It is not the will of your Father... 
that one of these little ones should perish” (Matt. 
18:14). The Father’s thought, care, and strength are 
constantly being exercised toward his little ones. 

Are you resting in your privileges and enjoying 
them? So much for our relationship with God. 

Now when we consider our relationship one to the 
other, we find that there are special injunctions re- 
garding our treatment of God’s little children. 

Refuse not “one such little child” (Matt. 18:5). 
We are to “receive one another.” Paul tells us to 
receive “him that is weak in the faith’ (Rom. 14:1). 
To refuse one such little child that believeth in Christ 
is to refuse Christ. The solemn penalty of such action 
is foretold in the parable of the sheep and the goats. 

Stumble not “one of these little ones” (Matt. 18:6). 
If there is true love, this cannot happen, for “he that 
loveth his brother ... . there is none occasion of stum- 
bling in him” (1 John 2:10). But how many of us 
are sinning right here! 

“Despise not one of these little ones” (Matt. 18: 10). 
Indeed you have no cause to do so, for a little child 
has all the resdurces of the Father at his disposal. 
This is evidently Christ’s thought since he adds, “For 
I say unto you, That in heaven their angels do always 
behold the face of my Father.” Despise them indeed ! 
It is these little children that have through the cen- 
turies moved the world. “Obedient” Abraham, “meek” 
Moses, “weak” Paul, “I-am-a-child” Jeremiah, — these 
are God’s big men, for “out of the mouth of babes... 
hast thou ordained strength” (Psa. 8: : 2). 

Lose_not “one of these little ones” (Matt. 18: 12- 
14).. The ninety-nine cannot suffice the Father. Go 
out into the night and find that one who is not yet 
home. In the uttermost tribes of the earth, there are 
many such little ones, perhaps some of them are your 
responsibility. In the great family of God, each of 
us is in the role of an elder brother or. sister to some 
“little child.” Are we fulfilling our four great duties? 

New York Cry. 
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What Hath God Wrought for Belgium ? 


Praise and thanksgiving for answered prayer in the Belgian Gospel Mission 
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the Belgian Gospel Mission in Brussels is graven 

in imperishable stone the Scripture, “Thy Word 
is Truth.’ Carved above the two prayer rooms at 
the topmost part of the back of the building, and for 
whose construction special permission had to be ob- 
tained from the city authorities, is ‘the phrase, “Men 
ought always to pray, and not to faint.” 

Surely these two portions of Scripture provide an 
admirable and true setting for a résumé of the past 
year’s intercession, with the recorded answers from 
our prayer-hearing God. It has probably been the 
most remarkable year in the history of the Belgian 
Gospel Mission, and we are driven to believe that the 
marvelous things’ we have. witnessed of the workings 
of grace are because “the day is far spent,” and the 
time is short — exceeding short. Therefore, the Spirit 


A THE top of the facade of the new building of 


God’s marvelous faithfulness in meeting the 
spiritual, physical, and material needs of the Bel- 
gian Gospel Mission is a challenge to deeper 
prayer consecration. If you are not already 
praying for this work will you be one to stand 
with the workers and prayer supporters of 
the Mission that the next year may see many 
hundreds more brought to a saving knowledge of 
the Lord Jesus Christ? Gifts may be sent to the 
Treasurer, Charles G. Trumbull, 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia. 








had been praying. Now he is encouraged to pray for 
a motorcycle with which he ‘may speed faster with the 
message of salvation! 

Mr. Bolomey, who supervises the work at this post, 








of God is pleased to work in in- 
tensive fashion,’ 

Have you who read these lines 
ever known the joy of com- 
plete deperidence upon God for 
every need? If not, we would 
recommend to you that you as- 
sume the direction of a mis- 
sion such as ours, with seventy 
workers and thirty-five posts to 
be maintained, with one of the 
pressing problems -that of, the 
support and education of the 
seventy-five children of our 
workers, and besides that, a 
thousand other urgent and in- 
tricate problems confronting us 
from day to day. But oh, the 
exceeding joy of counting upon 


and seeing realized the glory of 


His never-failing, never-chang- 
ing sufficiency! To see our 
Lord bare his right arm and 
work in our behalf is worth all 
the exigencies and emergencies 
that drive us to seek his face. 

The Annual Financial State- 
ment of the Belgian Gospel 
Mission is always cause for 
thanksgiving to the workers as 
God’s marvelous care and pro- 
vision are meditated upon afresh. 
It is given this year with a men- 
tion of the past year’s activities 
and accomplishments and a rec- 
ord of some of the answers to 
prayer that have been vouchsafed, 
that friends of the Mission and 
readers of The Sunday School 
Times ‘may join with us in 
praising God for. his faithful- 
ness. Such a ‘report is inevit- 
ably incomplete, “because his 
compassions fail not. They are 
new every morning: great is 
be faithfulness” (Lam. 3:.22, 
23). 

Let us mention, first of all, 
the divine blessing upon six new 
workers for whom prayer was 
especially asked in April, 1926. 
This prayer was remarkably an- 
swered, especially in the case 
of Mr. and Mrs. Van Goethem, 
who were stationed at the post 
of Huy. This post had been far 
from flourishing and the meet- 
ings poorly attended; but after 
the coming~of these friends a 
revival broke out. The hall 
proved too small to accommo- 
date the crowd, so a partition 
had to be removed and the seat- 
ing space doubled. Even then 
there was and is no room for 
the people who desire to attend 
the services. Souls continue to 
seek the light, and two new sta- 
tions have been opened up in 
the near-by villages of St. 
Leonard and Havelange. One 
Belgian servant girl brought all 
her savings —eight hundred 
francs (about twenty dollars) — 
to Mr. Van Goethem as an of- 
fering for what the Lord had 
done for her. With part of it 
he was enabled to purchase a 
secondhand bicycle for which he 








wrote recently ; “At Huy a wonderful work is going 
on. The Bible class that I am conducting there every 
Thursday is a real source of joy. Over one hun- 
dred members faithfully attend the class. Two weeks 
ago, as I touched on, the subject of hell, a man came 
the following day begging for more light for his soul’s 
salvation before it would be too. late. Those words 
‘too late’ which were repeated with force more than 
once throughout the class kept on ringing in his ears 
all night. That day he gave himself fully to Christ.” 

In the same Prayer Letter, April 1, prayer was 
asked that friends might come forward for the sup- 
port of these new workers. In the case of four of 
these this prayer has also been answered. 

In July of 1926 prayer was asked for the Open Air 
Campaign conducted in different parts of the land 
throughout the summer months. Statistics are dry 

things, but they are convincing 








arguments, sO we give a few 
here. 

In the first two and one-half 
months in the use of the first 
roulotte (Gospel car) two hun- 





Annual Financial Statement of the Belgian Gospel. Mission 


Mr. C. G. TRuMBULL, Treasurer : 


We have audited your accounts as Treasurer of The American Council of 
the Belgian Gospel Mission for the year ended December 31, 1926, and found 
that the receipts as recorded in the cash book were duly deposited in the Girard 


dred meetings fer adults were 
held in different centers, and 
fifty-five meetings for children. 
Rarely ever did one of these 
meetings average less than two 


Trust Company, and that the disbursements from that bank account were hundred in attgnsance. Often 


accounted for by proper vouchers. We reconciled and confirmed with the Girard 
Trust Company the balance on deposit at December 31, 1926, and examined the 


securities held in the Building Fund at that date. 
RECEIPTS: 


Cash in hands of Treasurer, January 1, 1926 








a crowd of five hundred gath- 
ered to hear the messages and 
Gospel songs. Therefore, a con- 
servative estimate would be that 
seventy-five thousand people 





In hands of Treasurer, January 1, 1926 . 2. 1 ee wee eee eee oe eo + $26,753. i i i 
meceived daring 1906, Generel Fuad. 2. sc ee ee ee ° ° ® raat. + ni reached on this ee 
“ ee 5 ia gh gla es Mate ew cae de 17,027.50 Probably ninety-nine percent of 
Interest on deposits and securities. . .......2 06 é 799-97 these never before had heard 
Be ee eee $94,696.40 the true Gospel. 
DISBURSEMENTS: —_ at A common remark addressed 
ransfer of funds for work in the field .......... ° ‘ i is: “* pPr- 
Salaries elie, se Phebe i etd ee Se eae ee ga 9933-00 - ad = — ' 4 - “god eader 
pempenant —_ mae torwareed te BelgigM 2. wc tt te ee 7-94 res Mes ay you, should a - 
eigen watly, it, CORE a an ae ae , ertaken missionary york 
SCs GW: 5-518 64 4k kes, cues 8 SOTO 909.95 } y wo in 
Salary American MMR ee 8 eC Wle aos. atl “G, b obe go 8 et 1,675.00 Belgium; I should not think 
raveling expense ...... 640.92 h ” . 
Printing and literature 1,569.09 t ere was any need, and so on. 
Gaal Oa ee Se econ aaa 1,255.68 Oh, if or — mg Almost 
i i 1,798.99 invariably the new Belgian con- 
; EE EE OE, SE eS 8 5. ack -g eee 6 Oe eS HSE SO 88. 590.57 verts begin their testimony by 
Cash in hands of Treasurer, December 31, 1926, General Pe ta Sk we a $3,940.27 saying, “I was born a Catholic 
7 ‘ “oe oe + ; oe M 
a — Be a gees CO cena $6,105.83 but at a very early age ceased 
Securities in hands of Treasurer, December 31,1026 .........+ 004 ee eens $8,800.00 to have any faith in those teach- 





Wealso reviewed the statement forwarded to you by the Field Headquarters in 
Brussels, Belgium, and submit herewith statements prepared therefrom as follows: 


GENERAL FUND: 


ings, and was without God and 
without hope, never having 
heard the Bible or the true faith 


AL FUND: Francs‘ Francs until you came.” And such is 
-ash in banks and on hand, January 11,1926... 1. 1. eee ee eee 267,574.18 onditi illi - 
Transferred from Philadelphia. . . . . CCR OM ee at eae ee ee 936,737.70 ber 1 pe of nd ce Bos a 
‘ te SOU RIEMMNN Ga. eed hie es hoa M6 or ee) al 0 lenge) © fas 29,203.25 FeRGHeS 0 Ses ane C ap 
Cash received ia@M 2; 5.5 os oe Sle ie Ne te es Wea eee 302,151.44 During this same Gospel Car 
ENS ane erietl S626 <6 6h ce os So. 03, Se Rah ene eee 6,895. mpai ™ 
Exchange on foreign funds ..... Jet ae ae a eee ee sents —— pose wee seven hundred 
PR EN EO od eo fod 6 bee, Kore A WAN 8 a 5133-14 pee: ty, ew lestaments were 
ge tS a re ae ee 440,146.76 sold, besides many thousands of 


DISBURSEMENTS : 


Salaries of 65 staff and student workers 


ry tracts and Scripture portions 
given away. One of our col- 


eS OK ye Kd, 4 See ee 662,089.55 porteurs, Mr. Macors, working 
B d,h - x A : x ’ 

sg llnegle yeas Lene panned sean > oS SL! OS TA 4 OS Boon in the Province of Luxembourg, 

I ee eter. gives as his report for the year 

Maing 8 “ae CON SIR Se a geal 715,040.17 a sale of one hundred = and 
ER tater ss: 6. a's Dlg ov Stay a tadea a We 28,192.47 venty Bi irty- 

Pola, chhnal login, dndcghé 22222222222 wa oa, ie ee ee, ee 

ibli¢ MI OET ORS tg soe he ie, + <6" 6) Ga5.,8 6. 6 decays Fw Cher s 54+290.15 : a - 

Printing and literature PRU G aT as > RS S Shrebs. Once ws wR Sw 157,402.3% dred and twenty-two books, and 

Stee, ttt itt: a eee ot soe 

Messed uttuniiinns (Se Sit. f sepeases thirty-five thousand tracts and 

coe oe care Tt teen ees 62,000.00 Gospels. He has during this 

Se tetas eee wes 104,426.45 a vear reached a population of 

Cash in banks and on hand, December 31, 1926 ($1,296.22). ...... ~~ 46,626.54 ee and fifty thousand 

CO January 1, 1926 2 o Our second Gospel cer, the 

Transierred ftom Palindbiphia 2... 0.12 liiiiitt oaen is one destined for the. Flemish 

ReOmeerURtLOMES SUPCTIESS' T=)! SING 5 el'S 5 6 0 0d e 0  erel eos 0 8 e 186,736.20 part of the country, was exhib- 

canary doses 5 Se ae Ka ters lere 34S” F Mal ghee 76,125.78 ited by the chassis maker at the 

NESTS SE lk ea ea 4.97164 Automobile Exhibition in Brus- 

ene Ger TH OCODUMURE TOE Ns, 5 go %e 6 6.8 oe & © op ecgr eyes * 1,248,112.87 sels, and we were permitted to 

NT ae Pat keep our literature on a table 

POOR eee tc 5 ws & < eS ae Lore Visine @ <> 110,119. insi , 
a ae ae : Beet ap inside the car. Twenty three 


House and office furnishings 


ee ee ee ee es 10% 


"Boo 83 thousand one hundred’and forty- 


er EO lag Ste ecg a 6: gh ene? STS Oo One 6 2,365.55 eight Gospel tracts were taken 
Total disbursed during 1926 a anal i leaG w dh aee ~— " 1,246.869.00 by visitors to this car, thev be- 
Cash in bank, December 31, 1926 ($34.58). 6 ee ee ee ee ee 1,243.87 ing a class_hitherto little reached 
INVENTORIES : by us. . 
DUUGIMES OWRED ow gg 8k we as ay eee © a Be a Wee #4 OR pie Meets 2,957,959.02 In a Prayer Letter sent o 
oe office furnishings and motor equipment .... 2... 2.6 ee ee eee 591,648.97 in April, last year, we pr 
ee es i a, Se iene tia 646s ka ee aw, So Oe 276,688.08 sented the need for a perman 


LYBRAND, Ross BROTHERS AND MONTGOMERY, 
Accountants and Auditors. 


PHILADELPHIA, March 26, 1927. 


worker for the town of Poper- 
inghe in West Flanders. This 
post was the result of the con- 
version of one daughter of a 








(Concluded on page 312) 
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THEISTIC Judaism.—Saul of Tarsus was a Ben- 
jamite, and of Benjamin it was said, “Benjamin 
shall ravin as a wolf” (Gen. 49:27). Raven- 

ous was the history of the Benjamites (Judg. 20), 
and wolfish was the character: and career of Saul of 
Tarsus until he saw the Lord and became the author 
of the Hymn of Love, that New Testament Song of 
Songs, 1 Corinthians 13. 

Until the, Israel of our day sees the Lord, this wolf- 
ishness will too often mark its activities. The Bol- 
shevik revolution in Russia with its endless butcheries 
and infinite misery is pre-eminently the work of the 
Jew. It is the Jew Goublemann (alias Jaroslavsky) 
who has commanded “the anti-religious front” there. 
According to La Vague Rouge, he has been the in- 
spirer and organizer of the persecutions, “but has 
specialized, in the depravation of the Russian youth.” 
The Lettish Jew, Borodin, is a main factor in the 
horrible chaos afflicting China. On the Chinese rail- 
ways are passing up and down propaganda trains, lux- 
uriously fitted up and manned by Russian Jews, the 
purpose and work of which is to incite the ignorant 
Chinese masses against foreigners and against the 
Christian faith, 

We, too, have an “anti-religious front” in the United 
States and cannot but observe the Semitic tone in the 
personnel and traits of those publications that support 
it. The drive against national prohibition centers in 
the Jewish New York World and wolfish is its op- 
position to this great constructive reform. Why 
shouldn’t it be? The immense accumulations in banks 
and insurance companies that have been the direct re- 
sult of prohibition are seeking investment abroad and 
threaten the control of the Jewish clique over the in- 
ternational money market. That acute observer, Ed- 
uard von Hartmann, said many years ago that a few 
years of dealcoholization would wholly emancipate 
German industry and finance from Jewish control. 


The Wampoa School.—The Bolshevists have a mili- 
tary school in Canton that is financed by the Kuomin- 
tang and directed by Russian revolutionists. It is 
Situated on the island of Wampoa. It started with 
three hundred students but the number is now two 
thousand. Revolutionists trained here are now active 
in the army, in political missions, in general agitation. 
La Vague Rouge gives an account, written by an erst- 
while communist under an assumed name, of Bolshevist 
schools in Western Europe. One can imagine from 
this earlier history what mischief the Wampoa school 
is likely to bring to poor China. 

The European schools were started in Capri, in 1909, 
and in Bologna, in 1910, The means for their organ- 
ization were obtained by robbing a state bank in Tiflis 
and a post car at Miassy in the Urals. Krassin, the 
organizer of the school, also benefited personally by 
these thefts. Among those associated in the enterprise 
were Lounatcharsky, Trotsky, Alexandra Kollontai, 
and others notorious. The training given in the schools 
prepared for communist agitation and ‘organization. 

Their intellectual life was not of high order. Courses 
that required real application were soon abandoned for 
excursions to museums and sight-seeing. “Brigandage, 
impudence, alcoholism, narcomania, syphilis, and a 
satanic selfishness, combined with a minimum of ideal- 
ism but with an extremely active and tenacious will, 
were the characteristic traits of professors and dis- 
ciples, ‘the fathers and sons of the great Russian revo- 
lution.’” One of its graduates, Gleboff-Aviloff, has 
been the leader of terrorism in Bulgaria, and planned 
the explosion of the Sofia cathedral. Another, Miat- 
chaine, the man who burglarized the postal car, is now 
commissioner of a province in Soviet Russia. One 
might be reading a page out of ‘Sallust’s Catiline. 
Such is the type of men whom the Wampoa school is 
training to administer China. Satan’s Missionary 
Training Institute, indeed! 


The Missionary Conference of these revolutionists 

was held lately in Brussels, in Egmont’s historic palace. 
It was called “The League Against Colonial Oppres- 
sion and Imperialism,” and was also largely under 
Jewish leadership, — Alfred Goldschmidt, the commun- 
ist Holitscher, Muenzenberg, Ernst Toller, together 
_with a considerable group of Annamites, Zulus, Sene- 
gals, Hindus, and Chinese. Its avowed. purpose was 
to work for the extension of the revolutionary disor- 
der that is convulsing China to British India, the Dutch 
Indies, French Indo-China, and then to Africa. 

The Soviets are forming International Legions, in 
six divisions of sixteen thousand bayonets each, to 
be used in carrying communism into different lands, — 
four Roumanian-Moldavian regiments, four Tartar, 
one Lettish, three German, one Lithuanian, one Es- 
thonian-Finnish, one Franco-Italian, four Polish, a 
Bulgarian and Anglo-American, and brigades of: Mon- 


gols and Buriats.. For use in her poison-gas industry, 
Soviet Russia imported, during October and Novem- 
ber, 1926, from Germany, 725 tons of material, also 
1,850 tons of sulphuric acid, 2,690 tons of dynamite, 
620 tons of hand grenades, 1,774 tons of pyrokrilin, 
1,520 tons of other explosives, and 1,000 tons of 
Mauser guns with ammunition. 

There is certainly an apocalyptic suggestion in such 
figures | 


The Other Side.—But, while the atheist and revolu- 
tionary Jews are in control in Moscow, the Jewish 
masses in eastern Europe are suffering acutely from 
Bolshevist rule. M. Dorville, a correspondent of the 
Paris Temps, describes the former as “swarming in 
universities, banks, the new commerce, the hotels of 
the Crimea, the theaters of Moscow — some thousands 
of Jewish revolutionary profiteers and professors of 
atheism,” while at the same time the synagogues and 
prayer houses are shut up, and six millions of Jews in 
White Russia and the Ukraine are deprived by Bol- 
shevism of the traditional sources of their living, — 
trade and small industries. They are existing miser- 
ably on charity. “When I hear,” he adds, “the winds 
of anti-Semitism, growling round about me in Russia, 
I think with anger of the clever fellows who have 
only to cross the frontier to escape and of the inno- 
cent multitudes who will fall victims to it.” 


Satanism.—It is worth: noting in a chronicle of the 
day that the novel that is most widely taking the at- 
tention of the French public at present is one dealing 
with Satan and demon-possession. M, Georges Ber- 
nanos’ work is a Somber book indeed, for its author 





Tribulation Foretastes 





“If there be no Devil whence so many 
devils?”’ is the pertinent question in Faust. 
Surely the liberal theologian does not think 
human nature can be held responsible for all 
the horror that one meets everywhere in 
print and out of it. —The German Y.M.C.A. 
has had meetings in the city of Breslau in a 
tent set up in the old Schlossplatz with its 
memories of the War of Liberation of 1813. 
All the hate of the Communists of the city 
has been poured out on the tent and its gath- 
erings. They have called it derisively “God's 
wigwam,” and have declared in their papers 
that its place should be in a museum of 
antiquities. Gangs of Communists have 
passed by it, evening after evening, howling, 
and at times have invaded its precincts, in- 
terrupting the speakers with cries and cat- 
calls. ‘‘For minutes at atime it was as if 
hell were growling, and we have had a fore- 
taste of what it will be when Antichrist 
comes to power.” ‘The police guards had 
to be doubled. Yet the meetings lasted for 
three weeks with crowded audiences. 











believes in sin and the Devil as terrible realities. 
“There is something between God and man, and not 
a secondary personage either,” says the priest Donis- 
san. “It is an obscure being, incomparably subtle and 
obstinate, to which we can compare nothing save, per- 
haps, an atrocious irony, a cruel laugh. Those priests 
who think lightly of the Devil have read too many 
books and confessed far. too few sinners.” 

This is, to -be sure, a novel, but its illustrations can 
be found in the life of the time in abundance. -Take 
the case of Eleanore Zugun,. the Roumanian peasant 
girl now puzzling the psychiatrists of Continental 
Europe. She fell into.some sin of dishonesty and be- 
came possessed, her skin clawed and bleeding from 
unseen hands. The Roumanian word for Devil, Dracu, 
comes out at times on her body. Wherever she is, 
doors open of themselves and rushing winds blow 
through, even in still weather; tables dance without 
being touched; plates fall from shelves and are broken 
in pieces. 

Her own parents, worn out and terrified, took her 
to an insane asylum, where they shut her up in a pad- 
ded room behind bars. Food brought to her fell to 
the ground; plates flew through the air, chairs were 


eevee oY unseen hands. Soon nobody cared to go to 
e cell, 

A Roumanian noblewoman, the Countess Serecki, 
who has taken the girl under her care, reports in 
twelve months some 1,700 instances of unaccountable 
occurrences connected with the case. Thus a stiletto, 
hanging on the wall in a room where Eleanore was 
sitting, detached itself from,the wall and flew, whistling 
through the air. She has been examined in the psy- 
chological laboratories of Vienna, Berlin, and London, 
but the experts can find no explanation. Not only is 
“the skepticism of the boulevard” bBaffled,- but that 
of the university also, 


Illustrations of Satanism.—Spiritists have their 
“heahng mediums,” who really effect cures. The fol- 
lowing incident reported by Salvationist staff-captain 
Arthur Ludbrook, of Peking, may throw light on 
the source of their power. A Chinese woman was 
freed by divine grace from the bondage of sin. Be- 
fore she had enjoyed the presence of the Saviour for 
many months, a terrible disease gripped her with ex- 
cruciating pain, making sleep impossible. 

_ Then came her: heathen relatives and the priests cry- 
ing, “We told you so. It’s all the result of abandon- 
ing the idols for the foreign religion. Prostrate your- 
self again before the idols and your pain will cease.” 

“As she listened the pain grew in intensity, and so, 
after a year’s happy service in God’s kingdom, she 
succumbed and returned to the dark temple to burn 
incense and worship before the idol. And immediately 
the pain left her, The prophecy of the priests was 
fulfilled. ; 

_ “That woman testifies that her one year of serv- 
ice in the heavenly Father’s kingdom was the hap- 
piest in her life, but she adds, ‘I cannot return,’ ” 

Is belief in witchcraft nonsense? We have been 
taught to believe so, but those who are at grips with 
the powers of darkness in China are not so certain. 
Or, rather, they are convinced of the reality. of these 
practices. “On the trip,’ writes Dr. Charles Ernest 
Scott, “I have seen and heard a good deal about witches. 
It seems that almost every village has one or more, 
— women of the shrewd sort, unprincipled, whom the 
people fear but seek, ‘bad eggs,’ as the Chinese them- 
selves call them, who, according to reports, have sold 
their souls to the Devil for the power to heal, who 
commune with the archdemon through the medium of 
the fox-demon, who demand money and food as the 
condition of undertaking to heal the sick. They are 
in their prime at forty, but their latter end is poverty 
and despair. I have seen old ones who have run 
their course, despised and cast-off beggars. 

“I saw a procession of forty of these Wu Poa 
(witches) go to the local temple to pray for rain. 
They are a hard lot, sold to the evil one in body, mind, 
and soul. They are sharp, clever, trading on the super- 
stition of the people.” 

A correspondent in The Life of Faith gives her ex- 
perience of the satanic nature of spiritism. She had 
been inveigled by a passage in Conan Doyle’s “The 
New Revelation” to sit for automatic writing. After 
some days’ experience, she found herself writing at 
full speed automatically, impelled by a powerful force 
outside herself. The control purported to be a friend 
who had gone down on the Titanic. Gradually she 
found her will and actions in the power of this spirit, 
who pretended to help her in various ways. The in- 
fluence was hypnotic and vampire like. 

After a time, she became clairoudient. “The demon 
telepathed, at first, messages purporting to be from a 
friend; then obscenities never heard before. 

“For six years I suffered physically day and night. 
My normal weight went way down. I could not sleep 
for the torture and incessant talk, silly and meaningless, 
The accompanying mental depression made my life 
almost insupportable. I went through hell. But for 
the grace of God on whom I ‘called to save me I 
I would now be hopelessly insane.” 

This woman feels that the manufacture of planchette 
and ouija boards ought to be forbidden by law to- 
gether with their advertisement in spiritist publications, 
and that the boards in existence should be destroyed 
by act of government. ‘ 


Where Satan’s Seat Is.—In the old days of New 
England, the settlers carried their firearms with them 
to church, as a precaution against Pequot or Narragan- 
sett. 

“On Sunday the congregation of six hundred ar- 
rived armed,” writes Mr. Buckley of the Heart of 
Africa Mission in Imbai. “The dread Anyota canni- 
bals have appeared. They have seized and killed one 
man, stabbed another in the neck and attacked one of 
the small school girls, but she was saved by a native 
soldier. Four women, too, have been murdered. The 
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’ Lesson for May 29: 
Acts § : 17-42, 


‘result is that every native has either a spear or knife 
'in his hand; at dusk no one is to ‘be-seen; all have 


‘' gone inside their huts and tied the doors with string.” 


Mr. Studd thinks ‘these natives touch bottom in 
!every kind of sin and vileness, far outdistancing China 
and India. But grace is mighty here, too. Here is 
a man. who, for years, practiced all kinds of witchcraft 
and evil. He was converted and became an evangelist. 
Now has come the time to die, 

“I asked him if he feared to die,” says Miss Mitchell. 

“Madam,” he answered, “I do not want to go yet. 
I would like to do more work for Jesus. I fear not. 
In the book of Jesus...” - 

He breathed his last before the sentence could be 
finished. 


The World’s Evangelization Crusade.—‘“We, as a 
mission, are pledged to attack the Devil where he is 
strongest and where there is most opposition,” writes 
Mr. Studd, of the ‘World Crusade. This movement 
has, in its Heart of Africa Mission, struck at one 
of the most. remote and difficult fields in the Dark 
Continent, and has now a well-established work there. 
The Heart of Amazonia Mission is pioneering the 
Central and Eastern Amazon. Messrs. Bavington, 
‘New, and Purves have been sent out to enter the 
heart of Afghanistan, and, for the time being, are 
initiating work in Baltistan, until the neighboring Af- 
ghanistan can be opened to Christian missions. Mr. 
Upcher has been’ pioneering for the Heart.of Arabia 
Mission. 

_The Heart of Amazonia Mission has sent seventeen 
pioneers to Brazil, since the summer of 1923. The 
Brazilians have not made it easy for these pioneers. 
A detachment of Brazilian police, for example, was 
sent out to punish the Jauapery Indians for an attack 
on rubber gatherers, made, no doubt, with cause. In 
order to terrorize them, they gathered a number in a 
house and set the house on fire. Reprisals followed. 
The Indians found eleven Brazilians at dinner in the 
forest and murdered them all. 

fine preparation for the Christian mission and 
its white pioneers |! 
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There are p ies, too, and the Chris- 
tian Literature Society of Madras, in spite of its great 
evangelical past, seems to have fallen into the hands 
of such. 
‘pasamy called, “Christianity As Bakti Marga,” which 
Professor Morris of the Union Theological Seminary, 
Bangalore, and the Rev. J. Passmore of the Chris- 
tian Literature Society sponsor. This book says of 
the author of John’s Gospel: : 

“We have the great difficulty ‘of dealing with an au- 
thor who manipulates facts as well as theories to suit 
his own ends. He was an original and independent 
thinker who did not tie himself down to accuracy, 
even in fact. One, who was led .by the sense of truth 
to make such changes in the narrative of facts, may 
be expected to take greater liberty still with the 
.thoughts and speculations of men.” 

And again he writes: “There are many things about 
the teaching of the Indian seers that have to be thrown 
away, just as there are many things about Moses that 
have to be thrown away. But there are also many 
doctrines and ideals in them that have to be as jealously 
assimilated ‘and carried on to their natural culmina- 
tion in Christ. If Jesus blamed his contemporaries 
for not listening to thé voice of Moses, with equal power 
and vehemence will he condemn us for not listening 
to Ramanuja, Manikavackar, Tukaram, Kabir, and 
Chaitanya, who have left behind them teaching of such 
undying value, pointing the way to Christ.” 

These are names ‘of idolatrous Hindu poets. 


Deviltry in China.—Mr. Tomholt describes, in a 
_Shanghai daily paper, the sufferings of little slave girls 
tat the hands of the mistresses of the evil resorts of 
that city. These girls have been, in many cases, turned 
ver to the Door of Hope Mission by the courts or by 
private persons. Mr. Tomholt calls the hospital of 
this mission the most pathetic of all the hospitals in 
the world. ; 

Here, for example, is a child with eighteen lash 
scars on her chest, deep and crisscrossed; another’s 
neck, arms, and feet are disfigured with the marks of 
a lighted cigarette, with which her devil-hearted mis- 
tress has burned her in malice or anger. A _ child 
of nine bears the repeated brands of a red-hot iron 
on her legs, as well as numberless bruises and welts 
on the back and shoulders. The consequence of this 
branding has been a paralysis of the leg. Vicious 
bites have disfigured some girls. ‘Some have been 
beaten and thrown into icy water on winter morn- 
ings, or locked for hours in rooms purposely made 
hot by stoves until consciousness has left them. 

Some of the children whom the Door of Hope has 
taken into its sheltering care have never known what 
good sound sleep is until they got to this refuge. 
These refugees describe how they have seen other 
children literally beaten to death by cruel mistresses. 


Deviltry in Africa.—Mrs. Edith Buxton, in her lit- 
tle book, “Chocolate and Cream,” tells’ of a- servant, 
in her employ, who was minus ears. She asked him, 
casually, one day how they had disappeared, and the 
reply came: 

“‘Madam, I have eaten them.’ 
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“‘Katen them?’ I exclaimed in astonishment. 

“*Yes, eaten them,’ said Miyeye calmly. ‘Long 
years ago, I was a slave in a chief’s village. My life 
was hard. I did much work and was never paid. One 
day, I talked with one of the chief’s wives and together 
we decided to run away. The night came and we 
ran and ran, But the chief missed us and sent his 
soldiers after us. I was but a boy and she was a 
woman, and we had not gone far. We were brought 
back. In a big ring our fate was decided. A big 
pot was put on to boil, and I saw the woman laid on 
the ground and dismembered limb by limb, and, limb 
by limb, put into the pot to boil before her very own, 
still conscious eyes. Slowly she was quartered and 
boiled to be eaten, and it was my turn next. Sud- 
denly into the circle came the chief’s head wife. Ges- 
ticulating wildly, she said: 

“<*“Oh, chief, it is not good to eat a child. A curse 
will come upon us. We shall die.” 

““My fate was turned, and, instead, the chief or- 
dered that I should eat my own ears.’ 

“Miyeye went on. ‘Ah, madam, it was terrible and 
I was very, very ill for days.’” 


Revival in Hirosaki.—This city is in northern Japan, 
and one hundred and sixty years ago there was in 
its immediate neighborhood a town named Daigoji, 
with a population of thirty-five hundred people. An- 
cient records indicated that of these, three thousand 
were Christians, which fact, however, was kept a strict 
secret to avoid persecution on the part of the govern- 
ment. These Christians had escaped from southern 
Japan at the time of the persecution, and had hidden 
themselves here in the north. 

Recently a revival has broken out in Hirosaki, fol- 
lowing preaching by a group of pastors and students 
belonging to the Holiness Mission. This began with 
open-air meetings in the parks at cherry blossom time, 
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~ Whom Alcohol Benefits 


Hall 30 in the Gesolez, the Exposition for 
Hygiene, in Duesseldorf, is devoted to the al- 
cohol problem in its many uncanny phases. 
Here are some statistics taken from its charts. 
The alcohol bill of Germany, in 1923, was 
four and a half billion gold marks. This 
would have built five hundred and six thousand 
one-family houses with garden and garage. 
The housing deficiency according to official 
figures is six hundred thousand dwellings. 
Forty-one times as much grain was brewed 
and distilled in Germany as the Quakers 
distributed in poor relief in the same period 
of time. If this food had been eaten instead 
of drunk it would have given a generation of 

physically sound people. The Schultheiss- 
Patzenhofer brewery of Berlin, in 1925, earned 
twenty million marks net on acapital of twenty- 
five million. The income of this brewery, in 
1913-14, was eleven million marks; 1924-25, 
thirteen million, and 1925-26, twenty million. 














and about seven hundred have decided for Christ. 
Five hundred of these are residents of Hirosaki; the 
remainder live in the country about. 

Among the converts is the daughter of a Shinto 
priest, a girl of twenty-one, noted for: her dress and 
dashing appearance. The day after her conversion, 
she cast aside toilet articles and fine clothes and be- 
gan testifying in Priest Street, where her father lives 
together with many other heathen priests. This made 
a great sensation. Her family beat her and another 
priest threatened her with the sword. She is now tes- 
tifying in open-air meetings. ‘Study of 2 Corinthians 
10 led her to abandon her father’s table, since she 
could no. longer eat of food bought with money of- 
fered to idols. An abscess on her face, lanced in the 
form of a cross, was once a great mortification. Now 
she looks on it as an emblem of the cross of Christ. 
When the way opens she hopes to go into training 
for Christian work. 


Converted Head-Hunters in Yunnan.—Toward the 
end of 1925, Mr. Cooke of the China Inland Mis- 
sion made an evangelistic expedition among the Wa 
head-hunters, on the borders of Yunnan and northern 
Burma, and discovered that Christians were having 
a hard time at the hatids of the heathen queen mother. 
It looked very much as if many of them would suffer 
death for their> faith. Nine months later, seven men 
from the head*hunters’ country came trudging into 
where Mr. Cooke 
lives —tired, but Happy. They had been on the way 
eight days! 

Asked for news of the Christian community, they 
replied, “Most of us have stood true. They threatened 
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to kill us and take away our cows and property, but 
here are the names of those that have held out,” and 
he pulled from his clothes a long strip of paper, say- 
ing, “None on this list have planted opium. We have 
been throughout all the villages to see who have stood 
firm.” Mr. Cooke counted the families. He found 
sixty-two made up of 310 individuals. 

“How many of those forty people who were bap- 
tized last spring have gone back to heathenism?” Mr. 
Cooke asked. 

“Not one,” came the reply. “Well,” said he, “it’s 
almost too good to be true. Lord, help thou my un- 
belief. We were inclined to criticize the Lisu teacher 
who baptized those forty people, because the custom 
is to wait about a year after confession of faith be- 
fore baptizing. But if, out of the forty people bap- 
tized, not one went back, even though threatened 
with death, I guess we shall have to admit that Lisu 
teachers may be led of God, even when they break 
the rules made by white men.” 


Church-Building at Kibokolo, Portuguese Congo. 
—Mr. Pugh, of the English Baptist Mission, tells the 
story of the building of a church in Portuguese Congo. 
Four hundred thousand stones were used in its con- 
struction, carried from a quarry four miles distant, so 
that every stone involved a journey of eight miles. 
During the year past, a common sight has been that 
of a procession of Zombo women, each with a stone 
on her head, led by a teacher-evangelist, blowing loud 
blasts on a bugle. All the timber was obtained from 
what were once fetish trees. In the far-off years, 
they were planted on the graves of Zombo tribesmen 
to form.sacred groves for spirits to dwell in. Now 
they form the roof of a temple of the living God. 
All cement work and three-fourths of the masonry 
were done by volunteers. Thousands of stones were 
brought by boys in the school. 

This church is the spiritual home of a people who, 
for many years, were wholly intractabley.ad indiffer- 
ent to the Word of Life. At the dedication, a deacon 
from a neighboring church admonished the members 
thus: 

“You have got a large and beautiful building. Don’t 
be content with boasting about it on the market places. 
You must not rest until you have built a temple for 
God in the heart of every Zombo man and woman.” 

And another visiting deacon, speaking from the 
words, “Take up thy cross and follow me,” knowing 
that his hearers were largely engaged in transport, 
said: “Every carrier’s load is his until he has laid 
it down at its destination!” 


European Notes.—In Denmark, it is the rule for 
the pastor in the country to have two churches in his 
care. Thus, in the nine dioceses of the nation, there 
are four hundred having charge of one church each, 
six hundred with two parishes, and eighty with three. 
... The fortieth yearly meeting of the Saxon Tav- 
ern Keepers’ Association, representing eight thou- 
sand drink-sellers, passed resolutions declaring that 
“they observed with deep concern that the evangelical 
church (i. e¢., the Lutheran church) is being used to 
forward the interests of the abstinence movement. A 
number of clergy have gone so far as to attack the 
brewing and drink-selling business from the pulpit. 

“Those present declare it their unanimous deter- 
mination to turn their backs on the evangelical church, 
unless the church authorities inform their clergy that 
they must not hereafter take part in the agitation of 
the abstinence party. They intend also to withdraw 
their families-and employees from the church.” .. . 
The Swedish archeologist, Dr. Anderson, has dis- 
covered potteries in the Chinese provinces of Honan 
and Kansu that resemble, strikingly, those dating from 
the early Elamite civilization.. This seems to indicate 
the Mesopotamian origin of the Chinese people, and 
has important bearings on the question of the origin 
of the race. . . . The late Cardinal Mercier was a 
thorough-paced reactionary, to whose efforts it was 
due that the universities of Belgium are committed to 
the Thomist philosophy. He conducted a_ veritable 
crusade in his lifetime for the cult of the Sacred 
Heart, and strenuously sought to induce the Vatican 
to pronounce a new dogma, and one thoroughly unevan- 
gelical, viz., the declaration that Mary was the uni- 
versal mediatrice of all the divine grace. And it was 
this churchman with whom Anglican leaders held their 
conversations in behalf of church union! ... 
The theosophists have published a little book of 
forty-five lessons under the title of “Christ in You.” 
These lessons, it is claimed, were dictated by an 
anonymous voice from the beyond. “God is not a 
personality, since he is all things. We, too, are all. 
All will end well,” and the like. It is vedantic phil- 
osophy with the slightest of Christian coloring. But 
the essential teaching of repentance and salvation 
the death of Christ are wholly wanting. The “Chr 
in you” of the theosophist certainly has nothing 
common with the “Christ in you the hope of glory” 
of the Christian. Mrs. Tingley, the Point Loma, Cal., 
theosophist, has bought the building of the Interna- 
tional Philosophical Academy at Erlangen in Germany 
for an international theosophical training school, The 
course will be in philosophy, religion, drama, dance, 
and music. 


New Hampton, N. H. 
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Using the Primary and Junior Departments 
to teach a needed lesson 





A Children’s Day Service on Trust 


By Mary Brainerd Smith 








ProcessionAL HyMN—“Sounding Forth His Praises.” 
(Tune, “Onward, Christian Soldiers.”) 
All the earth about us 
Speaks of his great might; 
All the heaven above us 
Shines with his own light, 
Day to day is telling 
Glories he has planned; 
Night to night revealing 
Wonders of his hand. 


Chorus 
Sounding forth his praises 
With beth heart and voice, 
In our God so glorious 
We shall all rejoice. 


Bird and tree and flower 
Fashioned by his skill, 

His own mighty purpose 
Wondrously fulfill. 

Far flung in their splendor, 
All the starry throng 

Praise their great Creator 
In a glory song. 


At his high commanding 
Oceans ebb and flow; 
Night to night succeeding, 
Seasons come and ge. 
Yet this God so mighty, 
Wondrous, pure, and high 
Bids us call him Father, 
Stoops to hear our cry. 


OPENING PRAYER. ; 
ResronsivE Bree REApING—“Trusting at All Times.” 


Leader— ’ , 
Trust in. him at all times; ye people. 
School— , 
© my God, I trust in thee... on thee do I wait 
all the day. 
Leader— 
I laid me down and slept; I awaked; for the Lord 
sustained me, 
School— 
O Lord God: thou art my trust from my youth, 


Leader— - x 

When I am old and greyheaded, O God, forsake 

me not. In thee do I put my trust. 
Schoel— p 

My heart trusted in him, and I am helped: there- 

fore my heart greatly rejoiceth. 
Leader— 

The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken 
heart . . . and none of them, tf&t trust in him shall 
"be desolate. 

School— ; 

A mighty man is not delivered by much strength 

... The Lord: he is our help and:our shield. 
Leader— : 

© my God, I trust in thee ... Bring thou me out 
of my distresses.... upon mine affliction and 
my pain, 

School— 
I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep: for 
thou, Lord, only makest me dwell in safety. 
Leader— : : 
What time I am afraid, I will trust. in thee. 
School— ; 

The Lord will bless his people with peace. Trust 

also in him; and he shall bring it to pass. 
Leader— ; 

The Lord is)... my salvation . .. Though an 
hest should encamp against me, my heart shall not 
fear. a 

School— , aaah, ; 

Let not the rich man glory in his riches. Ite is 

better to trust in the Lord. 
Leader— 

The Lord also will be a refuge for the oppressed, 

a refuge in times of trouble. 
School— 

What man is he that desireth life .. . that he may 
see good? O taste and see that the Lord is good: 
blessed is the man that trusteth in him. 

Leader— 

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow 

ef death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me. 
Ale 

Blessed is that man that maketh the Lord his 

trust. 


HyMn BY THE ScHooL—“Trusting at All Times,” 
(Tune, “Blessed Assurance.’’) 


Trusting when, naught but joy is our share, 
Trusting when life is burdened with care, 
Trusting when human aid seems denied, 
Trusting at. all times God will provide. 


Chorus 
Trusting at all times, trusting his love, 
Trusting the gracious Father above; 
Trusting his promise, faithful and sure, 
Trusting his, power, that aye shall endure, 


Trusting when life seems safe without doubt, 
Trusting when dangers gather about, 
Trusting when peace or battle prevails, 
Trusting at all times God who ne’er fails. 


Trusting in youth, when hope beats so high, 
Trusting when age and weakness draw nigh, 
-Trusting from childhood e’en. to the grave, 
Trusting at all times God who will save. 


EXeErcISE BY THE Primary CHILDREN—“Trust.” 
First Child— : 
“Trust,” sing the birds as they fly in the air, 
“Trust as we do in the great God’s care; 
From’ His loving hand is each wee bird fed, 
And His children can trust Him for daily bread,” 


Second Child— 


“Trust,” say the daisies that nod and sway, 
““Trust as we do God in heaven each day. 

In garments of beauty He clothes each flower, 
And His children can trust in His mighty power," 


Third Child— 
“Trust,” say the rustling, spreading trees, 
“Trust as we do in God’s sun. and breeze 
Following His laws we grow strong and tall, 
And His children can trust Him, who cares for all.’? 


Fourth Child— 


“Trust,” says the brook with its rippling voice, 
“Trust as we do and in Him rejoice. 

He guides us ever through field and wood, 
And His children can trust in a. God so good.” 


Fifth Child~ 
“Trust,” comes the murmur of busy bees, 
“Trust Him who all of our need foresees, 
No bee too small for His watchful care, 
And His children can trust Him, yea, everywhere.” 


Sitth Child— 
“Trust,” if you hearken, you'll surely hear 
The word echo softly from. far and near; 
For all of God’s world in these springtime days 
Is telling His glory and singing His praise. 


Hymn sy THE Primary DEPARTMENT—“On That 
First Children’s Day.” 


(Tune, “Happy Easter Day.”) 


The mothers little children brought, 
On Children’s Day, on Children’s Day; 
And Jesus’ blessing there they sought, 
On that first Children’s Day. 


Chorus 
O ’tis the story we love best, 
How Jesus little children blessed, 
And held them closely to his breast, 
On that first Children’s Day. 


When “Go away” those grave men said, 
On Children’s Day, on Children’s Day; 
Then, Jesus drew them. close instead, 
On that first Children’s Day. 


And every little child should know, 

On Children’s Day, on Children’s Day, 
That Jesus - loves children so, 

As on that Children’s Day. 


OFFERING. 
OFFERTORY PRAYER. : 


- EXERcIsE BY THE JuNIoR DEPARTMENT—Why Should 


We Trust? 
First Child— 
Why should we trust in God above? 
Second Child—(Carrying. the letter “T.’’) 
Because our God, whose name is love, 
Has promised to supply our need, 
And he himself is Truth indeed. 
Third Child— 
Trust in the Lord with all thine heart. For the 


Lord is good .. . his truth endureth to all genera- 
tions.—Psalm 100: 5. 


First Child— 


Why should we trust in God today? 


. 
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Fourth Child—(Carrying the letter “R.”) 
Because he changes not for aye. 
He was their Rock in days gone by, 
And to that shelter still we fly. 
Fifth Chtld— _ 
‘The Lord is my rock, and my fortress ,... on him 
will I trust—Psalm 18: 2, 
First Child— 
Why should we trust in God alone? 
Sixth Child—(Carrying the letter “U.”) 
Because he ne’er forsakes his own. 
Unfailing, he gurrounds our way 
With tender care throughout life’s way, 
Seventh. Child— : ; 
Fear not... for the Lord thy God... will not 
fail thee. nor forsake thee. Trust thou in him, 
First Child— 
hy should. we trust a God ,unseen? 
Eighth Child—(Carrying the letter “S.’”) 


Because upon his strength we lean. 
No other arm like his. is strong, 
For power and might to him belong. 


Ninth Chitd— 


O Lord God of hosts, who is a strong Lord like 
unto thee? Whoso. putteth his trust in the Lord’ 


shall be safe-——Psalm 89:8 and Proverbs 20: a5. 
First Child— ; ' 
Why should we trust a God.so gréat? 
Tenth. Child—(Carrying the letter “T.”) 
Because, though. on him angels wait, 
Yet he has, constant thought for me, 
And guides and guards me lovingly. 


Eleventh Child— 


How precious are thy thoughts unto me, O God} 
how great is the sum of them! Blessed is that man 
that. maketh the Lord his trust—Psalm 139: 17 and 
Psalm 40: 4. 

All Children—- 


We'll trust him then each day and hour, 
We'll trust him for his truth and power, 
We'll trust him that he knoweth best, 
And in that trust, our hearts shall rest, 


Hymn by THE Junior DepartMENT—“Every Little 


‘Child Like Me.” 


(Tune, “Was There. Ever Kindest Shepherd” or 
“What a Friend. We Have in Jesus.’) 


We've a Father God in Heaven, 
He who made the stars and sun; 

Not a bird or beast or flower, 
But he made them every one. 

And he cares for each small flower, 
Every tiny bird and bee, 

But we know he loves more dearly 
Every little child, like me. 


Chorus 
Yes, he loves all little children, 
Here or far across the sea, 
Loves so tenderly and dearly 
Every little child like me. 


Our great Father God in Heaven 
Lights at night each star’s bright ray, 

Sends the rain for thirsty flowers, - ‘ 
Feeds the hungry birds each day. 

As the birds and flowers trust him, 
Never fearing, so may we; 

For we know he loves more dearly 
Every little child like me. 


ApprEss BY PasToR oR SUPERINTENDENT. 


(Suggested text, Psalm 62:8, from which a 


“Clock Talk,” with Rising Time, Meal Time, School 
Time, Play Time, and so on, may be used.) 
Cuiosinc Hymn By THE ScHoot—“The God in Whom 
We Trust.” 


(Tune, “Anywhere With Jesus.”) 


What a wondrous God we have on whom ,to lean! 
He is ever present, though by us unseen, 

Ne’er too far away to hear our faintest cry, 
Tender, strong and faithful, He is always nigh, 


Chorus 
Any time I need Him, He is sure to prove 
Ever, ever faithful in His help and love; 
Every time,I want Him, He is surely there, 
Never, never failing in His. watchful care, 


What a changeless God His children all can claim! 
Though all else be changing, He is still the same. 
Friendships may grow cold, and human ties may break; 
He will never fail us, He will ne’er forsake. oT 
What a loving God, who did not spare His Son! 
Giving for our sakes His best beloved One. 

Surely we may trust Him, doubting not today, 
Fearing not, may trust Him with our all for aye. 


BENEDICTION. 
PHILADELPHIA. 


“Special Days in the Sunday School —which to 
celebrate, which to eliminate, and how to observe 
them, — by Marion Lawrance, “7 be had from The 
Sunday Schoot Times Company, Philadelphia, at $1.50, 
postage 12 cents. 
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Lesson for May 29 
Acts § : 17-42 
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LESSON 9. MAY 29. PETER UNDAUNTED BY PERSECUTION 


International Uniform Lesson.—Acts § : 17-42 
Golden Text.—We must obey God rather than men.—Acts § : 29 





























The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 
Verse by Verse 


CTS 5:17—Rose up implies that the priestly 
party was excited by the popularity of the 
apostles. 

Sadducees. In the Gospels the order of the oppo- 
nents is always “Pharisees and Sadducees”; in the Acts 
it is “Sadducees and Pharisees.” The change is sig- 
nificant. The resurrection was a fact that refused 
to fit in with the preconceived idea of Sadduceeism, 
And men are always unwilling to give up their pre- 
conceptions. Prejudice plays an important part in all 
our human thinking. That is one reason why work 
among the children is so important. The Sunday- 
school teacher has the blessed opportunity of getting 
in his work before prejudice has had time to exert its 
deadly influence. he Pharisees’ creed, however er- 
roneous it was, at least. left room for God to work in 
the world. So after the resurrection we find not a 
few of them becoming obedient to the faith (cf. 6:7). 
Gamaliel’s action in 5:34 was significant, and one of 
his own pupils, Saul. of Tarsus, became the apostle to 
the Gentiles. . 

Observe that both Phariseeism and Sadduceeism are 
permanent attitudes of the human mind. The former 


corresponds to formalism and sacerdotalism today, and — 


the latter-to Modernism, so-called. For both groups 
the primary need was conversion by the regenerating 
power of the Holy Ghost, and that was harder for 
the Sadducee to receive because he was unwilling to 
explore the facts. “If any man willeth to do his will, 
he shall know” (John 7:17). 

Jealousy. These ignorant Galileans were undermin- 
ing the authority of the Sanhedrin, It was monstrous 
that a Galilean fisherman should claim to correct a 
Jerusalem rabbi. It was still more monstrous that the 
said fishermen should obviously be wielding a power 
which all the Sanhedrin put together could not do. 
The way of common sense would have been for the 
Sanhedrin, to inquire. The way of prejudice was to 
persecute. Officialism had been worsted in its first 
round with truth. Their exasperation hurried them 
on to further violence.,. 

Verse 20.—Of this Life, i. e., the resurrection life 
of the Lord Jesus; that life as involving and guar- 
anteeing the resurrection of humanity; the new moral 
life flowing from the acceptance of the teaching con- 
cerning the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. 

Verse 21.—Daybreak. The priests would be prepar- 
ing for the morning sacrifice and the people would be 
gathering’ together for the sermon when these irrepres- 
sible disturbers of the peace started preaching again 
just as if nothing had happened. It was a noble and 
prompt response to the command to, engage in a peril- 
ous task. ’ 

Note the vivid picture of the pompous assembling 


of the’ great men and their dignified waiting while - 


the policemen brought in the prisoners. All the great 
councilors are angry. These men have flouted their 
authority and an example must be made of them. We 
can imagine the stern determination that would rest 
on each countenance. But the report of the officials 
shakes the assembly out of its dignity. Prison and 
locks and bars and sentries are all in order, but the 
prisoners are not there. 


Verse 24.—Miuch perplexed. There is a ludicrous 
side to all this. We can see the fussy, fuming Sanhe- 
drin bewildered and helpless. “He that sitteth in the 
heavens will laugh: the Lord will have them in de- 
rision” (Psa, 2:4). 

Verse 25.—Then comes the further news that these 
obstinate fanatics were at the old work preaching in 
the Temple. Again they send away the police to fetch 
them in. There must have been considerable loss of 
dignity, but there was no loss of bitter hostility while 
the assembly waited the second time. 

Verse 26.—Without violence. The officers felt the 
pulse of the crowd’and did not venture on force, from 
wholesome fear for their own skins. An excited mob 
in the Temple was not to be trifled with as even Roman 
legionaries knew to their cost. The brave twelve went 


willingly, for to do so meant another opportunity of ° 


telling out the Lord’s salvation. We Christians ought 
always to be ready to go wherever we may witness 
for him. 

Verse 27.—The high priest said nothing about any 
miracle. He made no inquiries about the mode of their 
escape. Luke does not state that he knew about its 
miraculous nature. If he had heard of a miracle, as 


a Sadducee, he would probably have disbelieved it., 


He made no inquiries, probably because he feared that 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 27: 1-6. 
Primary Topic: Peter Shows His Courage. 
Lesson Material: Acts 5: ag 
Memory Verse ; We must obey God rather than men.—Acts 


3 29. 
Junior Topic: Peter Speaks Bravely for His Lord. 
Lesson Material; Acts 5: 17-42. 


Memory Verses : ors 7 6: 10, x1. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: Standing Firm Under Persecu- 


tion. 
Topse for Young People end Adele: The S of C. 














The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
’ VS. 27-35, 38-42 

27 And when they had brought them, they set them be- 
fore the council.. And the high priest asked them, 28 say- 
ing, We strictly charged you not to teach in this name: 
and behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, 
and intend to bring this man’s blood upon us. 29 But Peter 
and the apostles answered and said, We must obey God 
rather than men. 3¢@ The God of our fathers raised up 
Jesus, whom ye slew, hanging him on a@ tree. 31 Him did 
God exalt ! with his right hand to be a Prince and a Sav- 
jour, to give repentance to Israel, and remission of sins. 
32 And we are witnesses’ of these * things; *and so is the 
Holy Spirit, whom God hath given to them that obey him. 

33 But they, when they heard this, were cut to the heart, 
and were minded to slay them. M But there stood up one 
in the council, a Pharisee, named Gamaliel, a docter of the 
law, had in honor of all the people, and commanded to put 
the men forth a little while. 35 And he said unto them, 
Ye men of Israel, take heed to yourselvés as touching these 
men, what ye are about te do, 


38 And now I say unto you, Refrain from these men, and 
let them alone: for if this counsel or this work be ef men, 
it will be overthrown: 39 but if it ie of Ged, ye will not 
be able to overthrow them; lest haply ye be found even to 
be fighting against God. 4 And to him they agreed: and 
when they had called the apostles unto them, they beat 
them and charged them not to speak in the name of Jesus, 
and let them go. 41 They therefore departed from the pres- 
ence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy 
to suffer dishonor for the Name. 42 And every day, in the 
temple and at home, they ceased not te teach and to 
S preach Jesus as the Christ. 


21Or, at. *Some ancient authorities add, in him. *Gr., 
sayings. *Some ancient authorities read, and God hath 
given the ‘Holy Spirit to them that obey him. %Gr., 
bring good tidings of. See ch. 13 : 32; 14: 15. 
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he might discover some disloyalty among either offi- 
cials or colleagues. The escape, whatever might be 
the explanation of it, was an awkward and inconveni- 
ent fact about which the less said the better. So the 
president falls back on his charge that these men had 
flouted the authority of the supreme court of the land. 

In this name. Was the omission of the name itself 
an indication of contempt or fear? Bring this man’s 
biood upon us. The charge is that the apostles had 
incited the mob to take vengeance on them for the 
death of Jesus. Annas had perhaps forgotten his own 
words (cf. Matt. 27:25). 


Verse 29.—Obey God rather than men. As the op- 
position increases, so does the severity of the apostolic 
denunciation. Peter and the rest set the command of 
the Sanhedrin in sharp contrast to that of God. These 
persecutors are here clothed with a little brief author- 
ity. They sit in Moses’ seat, but they have no knowl- 
edge of God. Formerly Peter had said, “Whether it 
is right in the sight of God to hearken unto you rather 
than unto God, judge ye” (4:19). Now he thrusts 
the naked and obvious truth full in the council’s face, 
“we must obey God.” It was a great moment in the 
history of the Church and of the world. How much 
lay in it, as in a seed! Luther’s “Here I stand, I 
can do none other. Play the man, Master Ridley, for 
by God’s grace we shall light such a candle in England 
as shall never be put out” contained in germ the theses 
7 re, the Petition of Right and Plymouth 

ock, 


Verse 31.—Prince. The Greek word occurs in Acts - 


3:15; Hebrews 2: 10; 12:.2, The word means an orig- 
inator, a leader, a scout or explorer. So the Lord 
Jesus is the Captain of our salvation. He has ex- 
plored the dark recesses of death. He has passed 
through the grave and gate of death. He perfectly 
knows the way Home. He is the Captain and as such 
has the right to command. 

Here note that his office is to give repentance. Re- 
pentance implies as to thought, recognition of sin; 


as to feeling, shame of oneself and disgust at sin; as~ 


to will, acquiescence in God’s righteous sentence and 
glad .acceptance of his decreed _ punishment, per- 
fect self-identification with the righteous law of Ged. 

Repentance is absolutely necessary if a sinner is 
ever to be made right with God. But the more deeply 
‘a man has sinned, the more impossible repentance be- 


comes, “As men become more familiar with sin they 
become more ignorant of its character’ (Dan Craw- 
ford). Repentance then is necessary, but impossible. 
Only the Lord Jesus can give repentance to men. So 
we can be transformed by the renewing of our minds 

(Rom, 12:2). “We have the mind of Christ” (1 
Cor, 2:16). This mind can be in us which was also 
in Christ Jesus (Phil. 2:5). 

Verse 34.—Gamaliel. One of the seven among other 
rabbis to whom the Jews gave the special title of 
“Rabban” (“Rabboni,” John 20: 16). e was the son 
of Rabban Simeon, traditionally the Simeon of Luke 
2:25. He died about A. D. 52. Ecclesiastical tra- 
dition states that he became a- Christian and was 
baptized by Paul and John. But.this is improbable. 
The _ speech recorded here does not betray any sign 
of Christian leanings. It breathes the counsels of a 
wise man opposing the acts of bigoted persecutors, 
and of a Pharisee opposing the doctrinal assumptions 
of the Sadducees. 

_Verse 38.—Refrain. A peculiarly feeble bit of ad- 
vice. It was insipid and childish in the extreme, con- 
sidered as a political act. The matter was clamor- 
ing for some decision. The Sanhedrin could not let 
it alone if they would. Nor, as a matter of fact, did 
they do so. But as a theological decision fr.m such 
a master in Israel it was the last word in Aneptitude. 
It was virtually a repetition of “We cannot tell” (Matt. 
1:27). It was a confession of impotent agnosticism. 
But it was a way out of the immediate difficulty which 
was expedient, lest any disciplinary action against the 
apostles should provoke a popular rising (v. 26). 

Verse 41.—Worthy to suffer. Note the emphatic 
collocation of opposite ideas. : 


A Lesson Outline 


Annas Peter 
Jealousy Zeal 
Bitterness 4 Fervor 
Opposition to the truth Exposition of the truth 


Cruelty Boldness 
Golden Topics 

1. The clash between God’s love and man’s sin. 

2. Growing bitterness of the opposition and growing 
urgency of the apostles. 

3. Their obedience in face of peril. 

4. The content of their testimony — Christ. 

5. Their rejoicing in suffering for the sake of the 
Lord who had loved them and given himself for them. 
The Practical Aim 

To train the members of our classes to become wit- 
nesses for the Lord Jesus. 

To show that obedience is involved in all real dis- 
cipleship. 

TuNnsRIDGE WELLS, ENG. 


ve 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs, Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


HAT testimony did the Lord give to Peter that his 
faith and life were pleasing to him? 

2. Who were put in prison with Peter the first time? 

3. What act of obedience of tne apostles suggests the 
value of forming good habits? 

4. How do you account for the crowds in the Temple at 
daybreak? (Acts 5:21, 25.) 

5. What beside the mere escape of the apostles did the 
high priests fear? ; i 

6. Why did the soldiers handle the apostles gently when 
they took them the second time? 

7. What testimony to the power of the apostles’ preaching 
was given by their persecutors themselves? ‘ 

8. What different commands regarding their preaching 
were given the apostles? 

9 Which of the two commands concerning their preach- 
ing did Peter say they w6éuld obey in the future? 

10. What one of the two inevitable effects of the true 
preaching of the Gospel do you see in the council? 

11, What familiar maxim might we draw from Gamaliel’s 
reasoning before the council? 


12. What kind of beating was. given to the apostles before 
they were released the second time? 


13. How did the beating given by*the rulers make the apos- 
tles feel? 
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14. What are the tyrants of persecution of today for 
Christians? 

15. What Scriptural assurance have we that Christ’s power 
is sufficient now as it was then to sustain his servants in 
persecution? 

16. What is the most striking change noted here in the 
formerly poor, weak, vacillating Peter? 

17, Who was the author of Peter’s transformation? 
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Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice- President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue Principte or Depuction.—Train pupils 
to reason down from an accepted truth to its ap- 
plications and implications, 











OMETIMES men act without first reasoning out 

the relation of the act to any general principle; at 
other times they act with due deliberation. in the light 
of the principles of living and of conduct that they 
have accepted. When led by impulse, or, as in the 
case before us, by the inspiration of the Spirit, men 
do not stop to, reason, but not infrequently they are 
able afterward to justify the act by reference to the 
guiding principles of life. The important thing is that 
only principles of the highest worth | should be adopted, 
so that, whether appealed to as guides of action or as 


- justification for action, they will prove themselves 


worthy of the dedication of life to their maintenance. 
_Happy is the individual who will appeal to the prin- 
ciple set forth in the Golden Text. Peter needs no 
further justification for the disobedience of which 
the rulers complained. Had they themselves been 
mindful of a similar principle they would not now 
find themselves complaining that they were in danger 
of being charged with the very thing that they so 
carelessly invoked upon themselves, namely, the blood 
of Jesus. If one is to obey God rather than men, then 
he needs but to know what God’s command is and his 


‘duty is clear. 


In the case before us the angel who loosed the apos- 
tles from prison had commanded them, “Go ye, and 
stand and speak in the temple to the people all the 
words of this Life.” God’s word was clear. And it 
is quite as clear for us on many matters of the every- 
day as well as in the larger affairs of life, yet we are 
ofttimes ignorant of it. If this ignorance is deliber- 
ate, shall we be held guiltless? This important prin- 
ciple of our lésson is as binding upon us as it was 
upon the apostles. Let us read it once again with 
the emphasis upon “we,” and then apply it to our lives. 

Huntinopon, Pa. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“Common Sense and Brass Tacks.”—Peter said, 
We must obey God rather than men (v. 29). In 
classic halls we say, “Between Scylla and Charybdis,” 
and down in the mills we say, “Between the Devil and 
the deep sea.” Which means, between two great dif- 
ficulties and not knowing which one to choose. It is 
a great wane, know whom and what to obey. Head 
or heart. uty or devotion. A great chapter in 
Hugo's “93” is the all-night struggle of the French 
patriot between his duty to his country and his duty 
to his finer nature. Read the splendid story and find 
out which won. It beats the modern stuff a mile. 
As you ride the cars and study faces you see lots of 
heads trying to decide who, which, and what to obey. 
Upon the decision may depend happiness and pros- 
perity. What would not a lot of folks give t6 know 
which way to jump! Some go to mediums or other 
necromancers to find out. This Corner tells all such 
folks how, and they do not have to cross the hand of 
the Corner with silver or long green. Here is the 
formula: Jump the way God directs. How do you 
know? Ask him. Then obey him rather than man. 
Yes, every time. As a matter of fact, you have never 
asked him, not to speak of obeying him. If that girl 
had asked God about it, she would not have wrecked 


_ her life by marrying a drunkard. If that boy had 


asked God about it, he would not have tied the mill- 
stone around his neck by marrying a pretty face and 
some nimble toes —with:a purgatory-of a home. A 
while ago there was a wonderfully successful adver- 
tising campaign with the slogan, “Ask Dad, He 
Knows.” A splendid slogan for every life would be! 
“Ask God, He Knows.” Asking, of course, implies 
obeying. At the last Presidential election one of the 
political slogans was, “Common’ Sense and Brass 
Tacks.” When a man gets down to common sense 
and brass tacks he will tie up with God and consult 
him and obey him (John 14:13, 14; Jas. 1:5). 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


A Wise Saying.—lf this work be of men, it will be 
overthrown: but if it is of God, ye will not be able to 
overthrow them (vs. 38, 39). This is the reason 
why we should never get excited or worried over the 
things that seem to. exercise so many of our good 
friends. ‘This wise dictum of the shrewd old San- 
hedrinist is a good sedative to give the disturbed ones. 
In the Authorized Version it is more crisp. If there 
is a sense of humor in Heaven —and I reckon there 
must be since we are told God laughs (Psa. 2:4), 
how the angels and the folks up there must be filled 
with merriment at some of the performances of little 
men and women down here, Those Russian atheistic 
despots, for example. It is like those poor Africans 
trying to stop the march of Christian, civilization into 
their awful slave trade and “red sunsets.” Undoubt- 
edly most good things ever started in your town had 
opposition more or less bitter. The better the thing 
the more active the opposition. Did you worry? You 
did not. If this text did not come into your mind in 
the inspired words, it did in the inspired idea. ‘So 
you and your associates went, right ahead. Those 
“opposers” can make a noise for a little while, but they 
have been gone for many a day. Those “other things,” 
Sunday sports and desecrations, pass after a while. 
The men responsible for them go also. They are 
not of God and come to naught. Some one has said 
the Bible naught (0) is a “cipher with the rim rubbed 
off.” This is the way with all things personal and 
impersonal, if not of God. Families and institutions 
among the rest. Ask granddad, he knows. Has 
lived in town many years. “Granddad, where are 
the godless ones of your early days?” (Psa. 34: 16; 
Rom, 1:18.) Every “old residenter” could write a 
great story under the title, “The Passing of the 
Sports,” and the story would nci be a tale of laughter 
and joy, but a tale of tears and sorrow. No man has 
ever been able to go against God, so why try it? 


“For His Sake.” —Rejoicing that they were counted 
worthy to suffer (v. 41). “What are you going to 
do with a fellow like that?” asked the man of a 
certain chap who invited a “licking” for the thing in 
which he was deeply interested. This was the whole 
genius of the new Christian religion. Not that these 
early Christians were especially anxious for jail, lash, 


‘and stone pile, but that they were “worthy” to go 


through such things if they came. Right here you 
have the “worthy” lover, male and female, the 
“worthy” mother, the “worthy” promoter of any re- 
form. In fact, also right here is a worthy test of the 
worth of such things. .The other day we were talk- 
ing in these notes about a man we knew who was an 
“easy mark.” Almost anyone with a good “hard luck” 
story could talk money out of his pocket. It was de- 
cided, in the teaching of that lesson to a large group 
of men, that the noblest place a man or woman could 
attain in a community was to be known as one to 
whom those in trouble could appeal and know they 
would receive help. We decided to be “stung” occa- 
sionally by an undeserving faker, if need be, consid- 
ering this a low price to pay for the righ reputation 
of “helper.” “Helper,” no,—that is too ordinary a 
word for men and women who can be imposed upon 
because they love folks and have no guile in their 
hearts. I wish you scholars would give us a name 
for them, ready made or made to order. I have a 
friend here who is in that class. He said to me one 
day, “Will, I would rather be fooled by the nine than 
to miss the tenth and deservifg one.” And he lives 
it. When the Lord calls this fellow citizen Home, 
Coatesville will have lost one of its biggest assets, and 
the whole town and much of the county will come to 
pay their respects. And this “worthy” friend does it 
all “for the Name.” While I am at it, it might as 
well be added that Mrs. Wortiy is just as “bad” as 
her husband. I saw Mrs. Worthy one day take off 
her lovely fur coat and wrap it around a poor woman 
at a funeral to protect her on the ride to the cemetery. 
“I do it for His sake,’ was her only explanation 
(Matt. 25:40). 
CoATESVILLE, Pa, 




















Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1. April 3.—Peter Becomes a Disciple of Jesus 
. Mark 1 : 14-18, 29-32 
2. April 10.—Peter’s Lesson in Trust ...Matthew 14 : 22-33 
3. April 17.—Peter’s Great Confession ...Matthew 16 : 13-24 
4. April 24.—Peter at the Transfiguration 
Mark 9:2-10; 2 Peter, x : 16-18 
5. May 1.—Peter’s Denial and Repentance 
Mark 14: 53, 54, 66-71; Luke 23 : 61, 62 
6. May 8.—Peter_and the Risen Lord. John 20 : 1-10; a4 : 1-23 
7. May 15.—Peter at, Pentecost ........ccccccccccccees Acts 2 
8. May 22.—Peter Heals the Lame Man ..Acts 3:1 to 4:31 
9. May 29.—Peter Undaunted by Persecution...Acts 5 : 17-42 
10. June 5.—Peter Preaching to Gentiles...... Acts 10 and 11 
11. June 12.—Peter Delivered from Prison...... Acts 12: 1-17 
1a, June 19.—Peter Teaches Good Citizenship. (Tem- 
perance Lesson.) ...........00000 1 Peter 2: 81-173'4 2 1-§ 
13. June 26.—Review: Life and Letters of Peter 


May 14, 1927 


The Hlustration Round-Table. 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to sent anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining. the 
conditions of this department. The full list oF lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means. that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text- indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 

Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
a desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 


“Now Blot Him Out.”—God rather than men 
(Golden Text). When I was in Northfield I went 
out early one morning to- conduct a camp meeting in 
the woods. The camp dwellers were two or three 
hundred men from the Water Street Mission in New 
York. At the beginning of the service prayer’ was 
offered for ‘me, and, the prayer opened with this in- 
spired supplication: “O Lord, we thank thee for our 
brother. Now blot him out.” And the prayer ‘con- 
tinued: “Reveal thy glory to us in such blazing splen- 
dor that he shall be forgotten.” It was absolutely 
right, and I trust the prayer was answered.—From 
ed H. Jowett. Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., Utica, 


Qbeying Orders.—We must obey God rather than 
men (Golden Text). In the Franco-Prussian War 
a ‘French gunner was commanded by his colonel to 
fire on a small house which sheltered a number of 
Prussians. With pale face the gunner obeyed. He 
sighted his piece deliberately and accurately, then fired. 
“Well hit, my man,” said the officer as he looked 
through his glass. “That cottage could not have heen 
very strong, it is completely smashed.” As he turned 
around, he noticed a tear on the gunner’s cheek. “Why, 
what’s the matter?” he exclaimed roughly. “Pardon 
me, colonel,” was answer, “it was my own little 
home — everything I had in the world.”—Sent by 
Mary E. Watson, Hartford, Conn. Prize illustration, 


’ The Ambassador’s Instructions.—We must obey 


God rather than men (Golden Text). Is the ambassa- - 


dor of an earthly potentate at liberty to decline: the 
duty that he has deliberately undertaken and with 
which he has been intrusted because obloquy or even 
danger attends the faithful performance of it? Is he 
at liberty to alter or modify the terms of his in- 
structions in order to shield himself from reproach 
or from ‘peril? Assuredly not. And shall the ambas- 
sadors of the King of kings venture to tamper with 
and distort the message that they were commissioned 
to deliver? Shall they leave out of the proclamation 
whatever it may be unpleasant for His subjects to 
hear?—From The Dawn. Sent by Miss J. B. James, 
Toronto, Can. 


The Spiritual Field Glasses.—We must obey God 
rather than men (Golden Text). The spiritual field 
glasses through which we come to see God’s will for 
our lives are double barreled. Side by side are the 
two lenses. The one, “I trust,” and the other, “I will.” 
When a man can hold both of these to his eyes, he 
will see God’s will with unclouded clearness. No man 
can see the will of God save through these two crystal 
lenses—the trustful heart, and the yielded will.— 
From James H. McConkey. Sent by Mrs. W. F. 
Harlow, San Diego, Cal. 


Toothpick Obstructions.—Did not we straitly com- 
mand you that ye should not teach in this name? (Acts 
5:28.) A minister in St. Paul, Minn., in commenting 
upon Peter and the other apostles: brought before the 
Council for teaching in the name of Jesus, threw 
back his head and laughed, saying: ‘Can you imagine 
these men silencing Peter by forbidding him: to speak 
of his Lord? One could as easily dam Niagara Falls 
with a toothpick as thus silence a Spirit-filled man.” 
—From personal experience. Sent by Dorothy Rudy, 
North Portland, Ore. 


Startling Questions.—When they had called the 
apostles, and beaten them, they commanded that they 
should not speak in the name of Jesus . . . And daily in 
the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach 
and preach Jesus Christ (vs. 40, 42). A minister was 
much distressed by his people’s opposition and lack 
of sympathy. He went to the president and stated 
that he must resign his post, as things were too un- 
pleasant and he could bear no more. “Do your people 
ever spit in your face?” the president asked. “No, 
of course not,” was the startled reply. “Do they ever 
smite you?” “No, certainly not.” “Have they dressed 
you up, mocked, and befooled“you?” “No.” “Have 
they stripped and scourged you—crowned you with 
thorns —cruci—?” “No,” interrupted the minister, 
“they have not; but, God helping me, until they do, 
I'll hold on!’—From the Christian Home Magazine. 
Sent by Mrs. W. H. Sim, Holstein, Ont. 


When Attacked.—Beaten them; they commanded 
that they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and 
let them go (v.40). The naturalist, John Burroughs, says 
that when 2 hawk is attacked by crows or kingbirds, 


as he is occasionally, he does not make a counter attack, 
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Lesson for May 29 
Acts § : 17-42 


but soars in ever-widening circles, higher 
and higher, until his pestilent tormentors 
no longer feel safe to follow him, and at 
last leave him in peace.—From Friend of 
Russia, Sent by J. A. Raiser, Bucyrus, 
Ohio. 

“And At Home.”—And every day, in 
the temple and at home, they ceased not 
to teach and preach Jesus as the Christ 
(v. 42). There are people who will 
sing for Christ, work for, Christ, preach 
for Christ, but it is harder to get people 
to live for Christ. A girl was giving 
her testimony in a Salvation Army meet- 
ing. A man arose at the back of the hall. 
“That’s all right for talk,” he cried, “but 
how do you live at home?” “That’s, my 
mother sitting in front of you; ask her,” 
replied the girl, The woman arose and 
said, “She lives at home just as she talks 
here.”—From Christian Endeavor World. 
Sent by Mary E. Watson, Hartford, 
Conn. 

Zeal.—And every day, in the temple 
and at home, they ceased not to teach and 
to preach Jesus as the Christ (v. 42). 
A North American, Indian, having heard 
from a white man some strictures on zeal, 
replied, “I don’t know about having too 
much zeal; but I think it is better the pot 
should boil over than not ‘boil at all.”— 
Sent by W. R. Clark, Oxford, Eng. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we thank thee for the courage thou didst 
give to men like Peter. May we have. that 
very gift from thee in this day when we 
sQ greatly need to stand fast in faithful wit- 
ness to thyself. Grant that we may be un- 
afraid of consequences when we are acting 
in obedience to thee. May our daily life 
among others clearly and quietly testify to 
thy presence and power. Show us thy 
blessed wil in all things, and enable us to 
do thy will without fear. In thy dear name. 
Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Whose orders. do 
you take,—the orders of your superior 
officer, or those of a stranger? Yes, 
right enough. But. in some pretty big 


’ matters we seem to forget ‘who is our 


master, and we so often. follow some 
one who doesn’t know. Down in the 
Catacombs outside the city of Rome you 
follow a guide who carries a light.. And 
you light your little taper from his, and 
follow him through the narrow passages. 
You would be lost in two minutes if you 
should heed a stranger who said, “Come 
this way,” in that maze of underground 


burial galleries, and. turned you away | 


frem your guide. But we dothat sort of 
thing in broad daylight, when God calls 
us to obey him, and we follow instead 
the voice of man. Who,is it we ought 
to obey? Yes! Let us ‘ask, him. to teact» 
us, and to empower us to, do that, day 
by day. Let us pray. 


OBEY 
GOD | MAN 
MY CHOICE ? 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“I Have Overcome.” 
“Christ Liveth in Me.” 
“Victory in Jesus.” 
“Hold the Fort!” 
“Standing on the Promises.” 
“The Son of God Goes Forth to War.” 
“Go to the Deeps of God’s Promise.” 
(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psa book set to 
music. including also some ‘other parts ot 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh,) 
“Fear Thou Not” (246: 1-3). 
Psalm 119 : 153-160. 
“Thou Carest for Me” (157 : 1-3). 
Psalm 73 : 23-28. 
“By Thee Delivered” (65 : 1, 2). Psalm 30 : 1-4. 
“His Wonders I Will Tell” (161 : 1-3). 
Psalm 77 : 1-14. 
[3 


The Sunday School Times’ books per- 
petuate the weekly message. <A .descrip- 
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Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: The Great Transformer. 


Discussion: Show how a fellow’s ,very 
weaknesses may be changed into assets 
when submitted to the Holy Spirit. 


Objective: A good soldier of Jesus 
Christ. 














tive list sent on request. 


Si fellows, it was: the genie in the 
fairy tale that fascinated your imag- 
ination, You just naturally like to see 
things supernaturally changed, in the 
twinkling of an eye. Yet those marvel- 
ous feats of magic that you enjoyed in 
the fairy tale, knowing they were not true, 
are not more astonishing than the facts 
of Peter’s transformation. The Holy 
Spirit was Peter’s Transformer. Let us 
take a brief look at the wonderful changes 
that were wrought in Peter by the Holy 
Spirit, as shown in and about the Temple, 
the prison, and the court, recorded in the 
fifth chapter of Acts, 

Peter’s former fear in the face of per- 
sonal danger is now changed to, dauntless 
courage and utter self-forgetfulness. Once 
afraid of the waves on the sea and afraid 
of a servant maid in the high priest’s 
palace court; now defying the Sanhedrin 
which, had the power to bring him to 
death. Once boasting of his own strength 
and endurance; now proclaiming the name 
of Jesus as the only source of power. 
Once unwilling to submit himself to dan- 
ger; now rejoicing that he might be 
counted worthy to suffer for Christ. 
Once ready to quit if the effort 
failed to bring prompt success; now, as 
soon as released from prison, going right 
back to the Temple to preach again, only 
to be rearrested. Once balky; now per- 
severing. Verily this. is a, transformed 
Peter that ‘we see in operation in the fifth 
of Acts, very different from that Peter 
we knew back there in the Gospels. And 
the Holy Spirit wrought the change. 

What is it to us? Well, it’s a whole 
lot, because the Holy Spirit is the same 
yesterday and forever. The Holy Spirit 
is ready and able to do for you and me, 
fellows, just now, all that he did for 
Peter. Are we cowards in the face of 
duty? Are we afraid of some personal 
discomfort or embarrassment if we come 
out clearly and definitely for Jesus 
Christ? Are we afraid of criticism or of 
the opinions of those who are not in sym- 
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pathy with oug convictions? Have we 
tried to do a service for the Master, and 
meeting temporary defeat, gotten discour- 
aged and ready to give up? Oh, fellows, 
that’s not the stuff God wants. But it’s 
the only stuff we have, so what shall 
we do with it? The answer in Peter 
today is, let the Holy Spirit transform it, 
He can take our pile of almost worthless 
scrap and make a locomotive out of it. 
I like the prayer of the poor old sin- 
whipped lumberjack: “Lord, please 
straighten my wabbly legs and put grit 
in my gizzard, so as I'll stand up an’ 
speak fer ye when my time comes!” And 
he did, cand mighty was his testimony. 
And so with Peter — and so with you! 

“Thou therefore endure hardness, as a 
good soldier of Jesus Christ.” 


GREENSBORO, N, C. 
* 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Hard things to do for Jesus Christ — 
do you want them? 











ELL your class of that boy of 

northern, England, who said while still 
a boy, “I want something hard to do for 
God,” and who became the first trans- 
lator of the Bible into the Chinese lan- 
guage — Robert Morrison... There are 
hard things to do for God. in China to- 
day, but it is hard for your girls to im- 
agine the dangers and difficulties of the 
long, lonely struggle Morrison had with 
the conditions he found’ there more than 
one hundred years ago. But that. solitary 
“foreign devil” (so called at that time), 
living in Canton in a damp cellar, under 
the constant espionage of a Chinese spy, 
with his first manuscripts burned, his 
press destroyed to escape detection, his 
very teachers making difficulties for him, 
not to speak of the. stupendous task of 
learning the thousands of characters of 
the old Chinese written language — for 
the first time in history by an English- 
man — Robert Morrison at last gave to 
those who. have followed. him a Chinese- 
English dictionary and grammar, and to 
the millions of Chinese their first version 
of the complete Word of God in their 
own tongue. “Something hard to do”? 
Well, God gave it to Rebert Morrison — 
and he did it. 














y Wy 
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Have you a girl like that? They tell 
us that difficulties and dangers but chal- 
lenge youth. But our Bible lesson this week 
reveals a man whom your girls would 
call “old” rising superbly to that same 
challenge, Can they not see Peter, stand- 
ing in the Temple at: daybreak, after his 
first night in prison for his Master’s 
sake, continuing to speak the very mes- 
sage that had landed him there the day 
before? Can they not. hear Peter, speak- 
ing for the whole band, in the presence 
of those whose authority had imprisoned 
them, declaring, “We must obey God 
rather than men”? Nor did he stop there, 
Be sure they read all Peter said to that 
council that day, and the result of those 
fearless words of truth, as it is recorded 
in Acts 5: 29-33. 

There was another result of Peter’s do- 
ing of this hard thing for his Master. 
Note well verse 40 in this same chapter. 
Do your girls know what that “beating” 
was like? And be sure they note how 
Peter continued to obey God rather than 
men after that beating! (v. 42.) But this 
increased courage was not the only re- 
sult of Peter’s doing of this hard thing 
for Jesus; nor was the continued teach- 
ing and preaching all. Note carefully 
that full force of verse.41: “They de- 
parted from the presence of the council, 
rejoicing that they were counted worthy 
to suffer dishonor for the Name.” This 
was the same kind of “dishonor” their 
Lord had suffered on the cross, and this 
was the fulfillment of his promise that 
they should share his own joy when they 
were ready to lay down theit fives for 
his Name’s sake (John 15: 11-14). 

So, teacher, you may challenge those 
girls of yours who are ,eager for some 
of the “hard things of life to do, for 
Jesus’ sake,” to. follow Peter in obeying 
God rather than men, and find what he 
found — fresh courage for ever harder 
things, more opportunities for service, and 
a share in the joy of Jesus himself. This 
life. offers nothing better or higher, and 
the life to come that “crown of right- 
eousness” which has been won by Paul 
and Peter and Robert Morrison- and 
countless thousands more, who have 
“fought the good fight” and “kept the 
faith” (2 Tim. 4:7, 8). 

Home Study 

Try making a list of all the “hard 
things” done for God, as recorded in the 
Bible —as far as you know them. Keep 
it, and add to it as you learn more. 


Decatur, GA. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


HE class will surely enjoy hearing 
about Peter’s first prison experience. 
After Peter used the name of Jesus to 
heal the lame man, many people from 
other cities brought their sick folks to 
Jerusalem for healing, “and they were 
healed every one.” This made the rulers 
who hated Jesus very angry, and they 
put Peter and the other apostles, in 
prison, but the thick stone walls could 
not hide them from the watchful eye’ of 
God, who sent his angel to open the strong 
iron doors of the prison, and let his 
children out. The angel told the apos- 
tles to go back to the Temple and keep 
on teaching the. people about Jesus, 
The next day all the rulers got to- 
gether’ and sent officers to the prison to 
bring the apostles to the trial. But the 
officers hurried back to the: rulers, and 
said: “The prison truly found we shut 
with all safety, and the keepers standing 
without before the doors; but when we 
had opened, we found no man within.” 
About the same time some one came 
and told them that the men whom, they 
wanted were back in the Temple, teaching 
the people. Then the rulers did not know 
what to think or do, and they did a very 
foolish thing. They sent to the Temple 
and had the apostles brought before 
them, and said: “Did not we straitly 
command that ye should not teach in this 
name?” But Peter and the other apos-, 
tles had a higher command than cag oe 


: Peter answered: “We must obey 


rather than men.” This sounds as if 
Peter was living up to his name. He told 











these men again about crucifying Jesus,’ 
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and they became very angry and wanted 
to kill the apostles, 

But one of the rulers was wiser than 
the rest, and he told them that they 
should let these men alone. He said that 
if this work were of men, it would come 
to nothing, but if it were of God they 
could not overthrow it. Then he warned 
them that they should, not try to fight 
against God. ; 

So the rulers called the apostles again, 
and beat them, and told them once more 
not to speak in the name of Jesus, and 
let them go. 

These friends of Jesus did not: look at 
all like men who had been beaten. They 
were not angry and. quarreling about hav- 
ing been treated unjustly, but were glad 
and happy because they had been allowed 
to ‘suffer shame for the One they loved. 
But they had no idea of obeying the men 
who told them not to speak in the name 
of Jesus, because they had a command 
from the Highest to “preach the gospel 
to every creature,” ; 

Sing “The Child of a King.” 


Curnton, S. C, 
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If you have much to do with boys, 
Mr. Howard’s book *of sixty-one “Boy- 
Talks” will prove to be @ very great 
help. in what the talks contain, and in 
the way in which they get at the boy 
heart and boy life. It ts issued by The 
Sunday School. Times Company, Phila- 
delphia, at $1.50, postage 12 cents; a 
book of 216 pages. 





(Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
[ autor of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of May 22) 


1. Probably three o’clock in the afternoon,: 


the hour of the evening sacrifice, and the 
hour in which Christ died on the cross, 

2. The lame man expected money, but re- 
ceived what money could not buy — perfect 
soundness. 

3. Peter had left all to follow Jesus, but 
had received. power instead, 

4. None, he did it in the name of Jesus. 

5. It was Spirit-inspired, it charged the 
Jews with the death of Christ, it called them 
to repentance, it built on the Old Testament 
prophecies. 

6. The concourse resulting from the healing 
of the lame man, 

7. That those who believe on him should do 
greater works than he (John 14: 12). 

8. “Through faith in his name” (Acts 3 : 16). 

9. Proverbs 18:10, “The name of the Lord 
is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into 
it, and is safe.’ 

10. The 120.Christians had become 5,000; the 
high-priesthood had passed into the hands 
of the Saddticees; the power of the new faith 
was impressing’ all Jerusalem; the authorities 
were afraid of open persecution of the new 
sect; the Christians themselves were sur- 
rendered to the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
in all’ things. 

11. The Sanhedrin here announced the secret 
of the power of Peter and John—that “they 
had been with Jesus” (Acts 4: 13). 

12. They, being now dominated and headed 
by the Sadducees, were troubled over Peter’s 
plain preaching of the resurrection of Jesus, 
a disbelief in which was the cardinal item in 
their creed (see Acts 4:1, 2, 6; note, back of 
these statements, Acts 3: 15). , 

13. That his disciples, including himself 
(“we,” Acts 3:15) were first-hand witnesses 
to it. 

14. He alludes to and quotes the Old Tes- 
tament, as the authoritative Word of God, re- 
peatedly. Note Acts 3:13, 21, 22, 24, 25; 4: 
2g. ‘ } , 

15. Acts 4:31. 


What Hath God Wrought 
for Belgium ? 
(Concluded from page 305) 


family of the town. She became later the 
wife of one of our workers who oc- 
cupies the post of St. Nicholas in Flanders, 
Last year our Gospel tent was stationed 
for a time at Poperinghe, and as a re- 
sult interest in spiritual things was greatly 
stimulated. In the fall of 1926 we had a 
petition from there signed by thirty-two 
people requesting a permanent pastor. 
This prayer was answered by the instal- 
lation of Mr. Peter Dekker, Jr., at the 
end of the year. 

During 1926 prayer was asked repeat- 
edly for the sending in of funds for the 
carrying on of the work. While some 
months fell below what was needed for 
the actual conduct of the work, other 
months provided more abundantly ; so that 
we have not needed to retrench, but by 
economy have éven been enabled to “en- 
large the place of our tents.” : 

Also we would gladly record special 
gifts for the: construction or . purchase 
of buildings .at Marche, Courtrai, and 
Soignies, and also the gift of an auto- 
mobile for the use of the Mission. 

Prayer was asked also for the sending 
forth of new workers. Sixteen new 
workers throughout the year was the an- 
swer cO this petition. 

Prayer was asked for restoration to 
health of those ill and facing surgical 
operations. This prayer was also gra- 
ciously answered,. and. we give thanks 
that..we have been spared losing any 
worker by death during this year that is 
passed, and have none now seriously ill 
ormong us, 

\ér was asked for blessing upon 
sy ‘'.t evangelistic services to be held 
throughout the year. This, was blessedly 
answered in the different campaigns, and 
at the closing campaign in Brussels, con- 
ducted by Mr. Cosandey in November, as 
many as twenty in one night. signified their 
intention of. accepting Christ. 

Prayer was answered during 1926 and 
early 1927 by the opening up of eight 
new preaching posts, now making thirty- 
five in all, : 

Also we rejoice exceedingly over the 


the distribution of literature during the 
year, of which the total is as follows: 
Bibies sold, 1,303; New Testaments, 109,- 
956; books, 15,171; besides giving away 
70,136 Gospels; 109,115 Gospel portions; 
and 568 ‘tracts. Also’ 102 meetings were 
held in tents; 350 meetings in the open 
air; 5,695-meetings in halls, and. a total 
of 6,147 sermons, Gospel addresses, and 
Bible Classes held. 

Face to facé with the necessity of pub- 
lishing a large edition (50,000) of French 
New Testametits we have been much ex- 
ercised in prayer for funds to cover the 
cost, $5,000. It was months before the 
answer came; but. today that amount is in 
hand and the work is under way. So here 
is another glorious answer to record to 
His praise. “g 

And finally we asked for prayer re- 


going work of grace in the hearts of 
those seeking and professing Christ in 
our meetings. Is not this last quotation 
a glorious. answer? A worker writes: 
“A business man whom I met some years 
ago, who was living a life of shame and 
so blinded by the Devil that he could not 
see a single sin in his whole life, and with 
whom I dealt for months without seeing 
any change, is now one of the cleanest 
men I know. And what to say when we 
see that man going all over Belgium to 
reimburse what he has stolen in his busi- 
ness life as far_back as twenty years! 
May I say that he has been doing this 
remarkable work for months and he is 
still on the job.” 

So in closing this record we rejoice to- 
gether, those of us at the outposts and 
those of you who read, who have so 
faithfully at the home base sustained us 
and made possible the advance of the past 
year. 


BrussELs, BELGIUM. 
w 


Have you read Philip E. Howard's 
book, “A New Invasion of Belgium’? 
It is an absorbingly interesting and in- 
+forming story of the Belgian Gospel Mis- 
sion from its beginning, giving a compre- 
hensive picture of what God is doing 
through this remarkable faith work. The 
book may be had from The Sunday 
School Times Company, Philadelphia, at 
$2, postage 15 cents. 





Children at Home 








Margaret’s Garden 
By Addie Frankenberger 
T WAS the first day of May, and the 


important meeting. That was what the 
secretary had announced in a special no- 
tice to each member of the class. They 
were meeting in the sun parlor at Mary 
Makin’s home. 

The Sunshine Makers Class was com- 
posed of seven girls, each one “just ten 
years old” as they proudly boasted. They 
were but recently organized. The presi- 
dent was Miss Ruth Hall and the secre- 
tary Miss Mary Makin. This was their 
second meeting. 

“Is there any new business to come 
before the meeting?” asked the presi- 
dent in a very grown-up tone of voice. 

Dorothy Grifin rose to her feet and ad- 
dressed the chair: “Madame President.” 

“Miss .Grifin,”. the president acknowl- 
edged soberly. There was a distinct gig- 
gle at her left. 

“May we have order in the meeting!” 
The president tried to look stern. There 
was another giggle, and another, then the 
members all broke into a merry laugh. 

It was all so new and novel to them, 
this trving to have a regular business 
meeting. But they really meant. business, 
so they soon settled down to a becoming 
quiet. Then Dorothy plunged into her 
subject. 

“We have met this afternoon to con- 
sider the subject of gardens. The ques- 
tion we have to decide is whether we 
shall each have a garden in our own 





yard, or whether we shall all go together 


gracious answer to prayer in regard to'and make just one garden.” 


peatedly during the year for a thorough-. 


Sunshine Makers were having a very’ 





May 14, 1927 


“Do I hear a motion?” asked the presi- 
dent. 


Helen Rathbun rose to her feet and tim- 


idly stammered: “M-M-Madame Presi- 


dent, I-~I make a motion: that we each 
one of us plan and make our own garden 
by our own selves.” 

“I —TI second the motion!” Esther and 
Elizabeth Mills both spoke together. Es- 


ther and Elizabeth were twins and al- ' 


most always did things together. 

“You have heard the motion that we 
each one plan and make our own garden.” 
Ruth stated the question precisely. “Are 
there any remarks ?” 


There certainly were, and a lot of- 


them. After much discussion the question 
was finally put and carried. It was agreed 
they should alk plan their garden and re- 
port at the next meeting. The class ad- 
journed to meet in one week at the hom 
of the president. ‘ 


Margaret James had taken no audible 
part in the discussions. Margaret was 
a very quiet, thoughtful little girl. She 
did not tell her classmates that she had no 
ground on which to plant a garden. She 
walked slowly home alone thinking how 
she might get a little plot. 

Margaret’s text for the next day. was 
Galatians 5:22, 23: “But the fruit of 
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffer- 
ing, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 
temperance.” 


Margaret read it ‘over several times 


and thought about it while she was dress- 
ing in the morning. “Fruit is something 
that grows,” she said to herself. It made 
her think of the garden. 

“Why,” she thought, “that must be 
what the Lord Jesus wants to grow in 
the new heart he gives us when we are 
born again into the family of God.” Mar- 
garet was one of his born again little 
ones. She took her Bible and found other 
places where fruit and fruit-bearing are 
mentioned. Before she went downstairs 
she prayed this little prayer: 

“Dear Lord Jesus, please plant the seeds 
of all those lovely things in my heart 
garden, and make them grow into beauti- 
ful flowers for thee!” ’ 

All week Margaret poridered her pre- 
cious verse, and when it was time for the 
next meeting of the Sunshine Makers 
she had her list ready. 

At that meeting the girls did not at- 
tempt to hold to any rules of order. It 
was just an enthusiastic comparison of 
lists, and suggestions as to what they 
should plant in their gardens. Margaret 
sat holding her list. 

“What are you going to. plant, Mar- 
garet?” asked Helen finally. 

Margaret handed her paper to the sec- 
retary and Mary read: “Love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance. 

“Why — why, whatever do you mean, 
Margaret James?” Elizabeth asked 
wonderingly. This time Esther was quiet. 
But Elizabeth voiced the question of the 
whole class. 

“Well, vou see, girls,” explained Mar- 
garet, her voice trembling a little, “I 
live in an apartment and have no place 


to plant a garden. I did not know what’ 


to do, but the very next day my verse 
was about the fruit of the Spirit. So 
I brought the list that is given in my 
Bible. I think the Lord Jesus wants to 
see that kind of fruit growing in my heart 
garden.” 

The Sunshine Makers all looked very 
sober for a few minutes. Then the presi- 
dent said quietly, “I think the “Lord 


Jesus wants that kind of fruit in all of 
us. We. don’t want Margaret to grow , 


it all, do. we?” ; 


“Oh, girls!” cried Dorothy impulsively. 


“Tet us take that verse for our text this 
summer, and let us all plant some flowers 


in our gardens for Margaret, shall we?” : 


“Oh, yes! Yes?’ they all agreed. 

“But remember, girls,” Ruth reminded 
them, “Margaret cannot grow the fruit 
of the Spirit for us. We must each have 
and cultivate a heart garden of our own.” 

“How can we?” asked Helen. ‘ 

“Perhaps Margaret can tell us how,’ 
suggested Ruth. 5 

“By just believing that Jesus died to 
save us,” said Margaret simply. “And 
he will save us if we want him to, and 
then the Holv Spirit will live in us and 
grow that lovely fruit if we will let him.” 
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esson for May 23 
Acts § : 17-42 


The Sunshine ‘Makers adjourned with 
that new. question unsettled: except for 
Margaret and Ruth. But before the sum- 
mer was over every member of the class 
had accepted Margaret’s Saviour, and the 
blessed. fruit of the Spirit was growing in 
each heart garden. 


Manitou, Cor. 


HILDREN’S DAY 
| HALL: MACK CC 


Sample of services of Songs, Recitations, etc., 
free to any Pastor, Supt., or Committee. 


* Children's Day UWelper No. 13, 25 cents. 


Complete—about 100 selections including songs for 
Primary. 


* Children’s Day Specials No. 3, 25 cents 


Contains RUTH Se Pageant, Panto- 
mime and Musical Pageant Exercise: 
* No returnable samples sent. 


SPECIAL CHILDREN’S DAY PACKET 
Send 30 cents in stamps. Contains x Special No. 3, 
1 Story Cantata, 1 L&test Solo (value $1.05). 
HALL-MACK CO. a Arch Street, 


ADAM GEIBEL MUSIC CO. } Philadelphia, Pa. 
National Music Co., 218 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago. 


Berachah | AS owe, wel Lee and 
-| beautifully situated above the 
House river, where the Lord’s. people 


may enjoy a time of rest and 

Open spiritual refreshment. Twenty- 

. ] five miles from Jersey City on 

June st the Erie R. R. Ferries run 

AT from West 23d Street, New 

York City—also ferry con- 

Nyack nections from Tarrytown on 

On the-Hudson the New York Central R. R. 

Ha ‘Taxis meet trains and boats. 
N. Y. Write Superintendent. 























‘*Revival Gems Number Two’’ is 
asensation. Onlyten cents per 
copy. Large plates and clear 
type. Fully orchestrated for 14 
instruments, for Sunday-school 
and general use, See ad on page 
316 of this issue. 


The Sanday School Fines 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
€entral and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50, 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

_In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 

The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than tne postage 
on a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the nadian Post Office on 
United States publications. — 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and 
the single subscription, $2.<3 a year. 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School’ Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the United States 
rates plus s0 cents each for foreign postage. 
That is: one copy, one year, $2.50; five or 
more copies, either to separate addresses or 
in a package to one address, $2 each per year. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the 

paper to enable all the teachers of a 

school ‘to examine it will be sent free 4 

upon application. 











The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut. Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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| The Victorious Life | | 








Undergirding Keswick 


F YOU personally knew the real value 
of the all-year-round ministry of 
America’s Keswick at Keswick, N. J., 
you would want to adopt it and make it 
your Keswick. You would want not only 
to share in the joy of seeing the Master 


transform lives there, of hearing many | } 
testimonies of peace, victory, and free- |' 


dom found at Keswick, and of seeing 
many called out to be missionaries, but 


you would also want to. share its bur- |. 


dens and its difficulties, and to undergird 
its problems of maintenance and develop- 
ment with your intercession, your inter- 
est, and your support. 

Keswick belongs to no man; but to the 
Lord. However, hundreds of his serv- 
ants are sharing in the responsibility and 
blessed results of this God-ordained work 
for his Kingdom. Will you make it your 
Keswick from now on? The needs of 


Keswick are very pressing just. now and }:}f 


the Lord may want to use you in some 
way to help meet them. 

Gifts may be sent to B. F. Culp, Freas- 
urer, 80 Stafford Building, 1114 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia. 

It is not too early for many to begin 
to ‘pian for the summer Victorious Life 
Conferences at Keswick. These are the 
coming conferences : 


Summer Season, 1927, Keswick, N. J. 
June 25 to July 3.—Student Conference. 
July 9-17.—Victorious Life Conference. 
July oe “ “ “ 


Aug. 6-14.— = = ” 
Aug. 20-28.— a ? — 
Sept. 2-5— “ “ “ 


Meals and room for each of the above con- 


ference periods, except for the September | 


week-end, $16. Registration fee, $3.50 addi- 
tional. 

All applications for accommodations should 
be sent to the Victorious Life Testimony, 80- 
82 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. Reservations cannot be made 
unless application is accompanied by regis- 
tration fee. 

Will you pass on the above information to 
those who may be interested in attending or 
praying for these conferences? Prayer is es- 
pecially asked that there shall be clearly’ pre- 
sented the all-sufficiency of the provision 
God has made in our Lord Jesus Christ for 
every need of those who believe, and that 
there. shall also be presented the utter and 
continual helplessness and insufficiency of 
every one apart from Christ to live a life 
pleasing to God. 





Girls’ Problems of Today | 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 5 








Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if 
questions are too personal for an answer 
in these columns, Mother Ruth will be 
glad to reply individually if possible, if 
return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: Christian women and 
girls seem very divided on one point, and 
it is this: Is it right for a professing Chris- 
tian to use paint or powder on her face? 
Personally I say it is wrong, for how can 
anyone be sincere with something unreal. on 
the face, which makes her look so artificial? 
More than once I have spoken in my little 
sphere against it. It came as a great shock 
to me last week to learn that a Christian 
worker, whom I have always respected and 


loved, has begun to powder her face— 


PUZZLED. 


Y DEAR GIRL: “Abstain from 


all appearance of evil” (1 -Thess. 
5 :22), so says the Word of God. There 
was a time when painting of the face 
and the use of the lip stick were generally 
confined to those who were considered 
of the underworld, but today the general 
use of cosmetics has been carried on by 
the vain and worldly person. It is hard 
to understand how a child of God can 
resort to this mode of fashion. But you 
and I will not sit in judgment on her, 
will we, but we will use all our influence 
to persuade women to let their faces glo- 



















rify God, who made them. I can realize 
just how you feel, for I have the same 


SCHOOL ‘TIMES 


thing to help send others. 


ing. and reinvesting. the money, will 


one and a quarter million dolla 


interest when due. 


LET YOUR GIFT. 
To Foreign Missions 


Pay You an Income for Life 


*‘All my life I have been interested in Foreign Missions. 
My heart always has been in the work, and, not being able 
to go as a missionary, I have tried.my best to spare some- 


work from.my income seems so little, yet I dare not use 
capital, for that is all I have to rely on for my support.” 


Is that your problem? The Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions has a 
solution to suggest. Make an Annuity Gift to the Board from your capital, 
Let the Board invest it and pay you a definite, guaranteed income for life, 
of from 434 to 9 per cent per year, according to your age, payable semi- 
annually. The Board will relieve you of all the worry and care. of invest- 
i ill pay, you. the interest regularly and assure 
the safety of the principal. At your death, the gift will become available 
_ for the work of the Board, with no loss for Inheritance Tax. 


Annuity Gifts now in force range from $100 to $65,000, and total nearly 


rs. During the thirty years the Board }as 
been writing. Annuity Gift Agreements, it has: never failed to pay the 


FOR FURTHER: INFORMATION WRITE TO 


Ernest F. Hall, Secretary, Department of Annuities 


THE BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 
of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A, 
156 Fifth. Avenue, New York, N. Y. 





All I could devote to this 








Books that will strengthen 
young people in the faith 


THE SEVEN FINALITIES OF FAITH 


A. Z. Conrad, Ph.D., D.D. 





A book stressing in-a constructive way the abiding realities of the Christian 
faith which make the only true basis for a life of happiness and service, 
here and hereafter. These realities are.expressed in seven great affirma- 
tions : God Is, God Created, God Spake, God Came, God Redeemed, God Is 


Here, God Is Coming Again. 


$1.50 


A SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATION OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 


Robert Dick Wilson, Ph.D., D.D. 





This is the eagerly awaited volume from the pen of the great Princeton 
scholar, giving in detail his conclusions and the reasons for his belief in 
the accuracy and inspiration of the Old Testament Scriptures. A convincing 
argument based'on an exhaustive study of the text, grammar and 


vocabulary, 


THE WORLD’S UNREST: VISIONS OF THE DAWN 


$2.00 
Christabel Pankhurst 





A thoughtful, comprehensive study. and analysis of world conditions that 
will challenge the attention of many, both inside the church and out. $2.00 


MAJOR BIBLE THEMES 


Lewis Sperry Chafer, D.D. 





A manual of Christian doctrine jnonepooeling the most vital truths of the 
(1) 


Scriptures. Valuable as a textbook 


r individual or group study, or as a 


reference work. Over 300 pages, including 49 chapters with 14 questions 
each; Scripture and :topical indexes. 


CAN THE CHRISTIAN NOW BELIEVE IN EVOLUTION? 


William Hallock Johnson, Ph.D., D.D. 





A consideration. of the evidence for and against evolution, its resulting 
philosophy, and: its relation to the theistic and Christian view of the 


world. 


And God Spake These Words 
WH: Griffith Thomas, D.D. 
The last work of this beloved dean of 
Bible teachers tells how we got our 
Bible and why we believe it is God's 
Word. With questions for class or in- 
dividual study. $1.25 





)A Scientific Man and the Bible 


Howard Kelly, M.D., LL.D. 


One of the world’s greatest surgeons 
and scientists, honored by learned so- 
cieties throughout. the civilized world, 
tells intimately and convincingly 
what he believes about the Bible, and 
why. $1.25 
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publications — No obligation, of course. 
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‘* Revival Gems Number Two”’ 
is being used by many of the 
largest churches and Sunday- 
schools in America. 
page 316 of this issue. 

Rt. Samuel W. Beazley & Son, 53 
W. Jackson Blvd., Chicago. 


See ad on 























What is the Gospel? 


~ By Cuarces GALLAupETt TRUMBULL 


Straightforward talks on the heart of the Gospels. 


It gives God’s Word on 


Why Men Are Lost, 


How Men Are Saved, 


What Is Salvation, 
The Blessed Hope, 
The Victorious Life. 
Cloth, 75 cts.; paper, 50 cts.; postage, 5 cts. 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 





THE SUNDAY 


By HENRY W. FROST, D.D. 


Hane Director of the China Inland Mission 


A series of vital studies giving the underlying principles of prevailing prayer 
PRAYER DEFINED 
PRAYER ANALYZED 
PRAYER TO THE FATHER 
PRAYER IN. THE NAME OF CHRIST 
PRAYER IN THE HOLY SPIRIT 


PRAYER PRINCIPLES 
PRAYER CONDITIONS 
PRAYER PRIVILEGES 
PRAYER WONDERS 


Earnest Christians are welcoming this book— 


EFFECTIVE PRAYING 


PRAYER TRIUMPHANT 


A book for hungering hearts 
162 pages, $1.25; postage, 10 cents 


SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 









Pe epee ee ae 





MaY 14, 1927 


feelings, and it makes me so sad when 
I see a face that God has .given such 
a lovely tint of. the flesh, and then see 
how vanity (which is not of God) in- 
fluences the girl to paint .like a° circus 
agama or an Indian, who never knew 
God. 

I do feel that most of. the time it is 
thoughtlessness on the part of the girl 
as well as vanity. She wants to improve 
on the work of God and does not reaiize 
how ‘hard it makes her look, and how it 
increases the desire to be worldly minded. 
If a girl has enough of the mind of 
the Lord Jesus, she will not even con- 
sider the-matter, but will be glad to have 
the health-given glow of the cheek, and the 
natural red of the lips. Did you ever 
notice how impossible it is for one to 
get the right shade of the coloring that 
God gave? No one has ever been able 
to invent the proper shade to make it 
look natural. With this same fad, comes 
the cutting of the eyebrows to look like 
the heathen.- All this is unnatural, and 
is not of God. 

Now one word more about the pow- 
der. The light use of, powder, to absorb 
the moisture in the summertime is not 
to be considered in the same way. One 
is legitimate, while the other is with the 
idea of being untrue in appearance. 

The Christian worker to whom. you 
refer may be using it as a matter of ab- 
sorption for an oily skin. While I feel 
she might be better off without it, yet 
I would not let that keep me from being 
under her influence, spiritually. I am 
sure if she is a real child of God she 
would gladly give up that as a practice, 
if she knew it offended you. Try to have 
a talk with her, and see if you two do 
not agree, for all God’s children want to 
talk over these things and try to help 
one another, and strengthen the influence 
of the Christian spirit. Keep close to 
your Master, and take everything to him 
in prayer. Become so well acquainted 
with him that all of your own influence 
will attract to him. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





June 5. Our Christian Duty to Maintain 
Health. 1: Tim. 4:8; Rom. 12:1. (Con- 
secration meeting.) 

June 12. Poems That Are Worth While. Psa. 
23 : 1-6. 

June 19. Our Need for a Christian Sunday. 
Mark 2 : 27, 28; 3: 1-5. ; 

June 26. Where Are Missionaries More 
Needed—India or Africa? Matt. 18 : 11-14. 

July 3. What Our Government Does for Us. 
Rom. 13: 1-8. 


Sunday, May 29 


How Have Missions Helped China? 
(Luke 4 : 16-31) 





Mon.—Oid conditions (Isa. s9 : 1-8). 
Tues.—Educational missions (Prov. 1: 


1-9). 
Wed.—Health help (John 9g: 1-12). 
Thurs.—Superstition overcome (Acts 19: 
13-20). 
Fri—Helping home life (Tit. 2 : 1-15). 
Sat.—Helping individuals (1 Tim. 1: 
12-17). 











How have missions helped China’s women? 
What have missions had to do with China’s 
industrial development? , 
What is the missionary task in China today? 


GG IS told that Bishop W. F. Mc- 
Dowell in addressing the first national 
convention of Methodist men said: 


“I would not cross the street to give 
India a new theology; India has more 
theology than it can understand. I would 
not cross the street to give China a 
new code of ethics; China has a vastly 
better ethical code than ethical life. I 
would not cross the street to give Japan 
a new religious literature, for Japan has 
a better religious literature than religious 
life. But I would go around the world 





again, and yet again, if it please God, 
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AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn,N.Y. 





At work ia East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has: now 40 stations; 200 missionaries and 
500 African teachers. Literature on request. 
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Pray for This Work of Faith 














‘vst SUMMER CAMP 1:22? 


NEAR MT. HOLLY, N. J. 
Conservative Christian Leadership 
Alternating Weeks. for School and Business Girls 
Camp Opens June 23—Closes August 6 
Bible Study, Art, Sports, Nature Study, etc. 


PRES ROR, Y.W.C.A., Atlantic City, N. J. 





“ Revival Gems Number Two’”’ 


“.contains many old favorites, 


commonly known asthe‘‘Moody 


- and Sankey hymns.”’ 


Only ten cents per copy. Fully 


orchestrated for 14instruments. 
See ad on page 316 of this issue. 


A Whole Year for $1.00! 





. THE [ILLUSTRATOR 


™ makes Sunday school teaching interesting 


Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: “ ‘There is 


“no other | like as well.”” - Sample copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR; : 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


Earn $25 Weekly Spare Time 
Writing for newspapers, magazines. Experience 
unnecessary. Details FREE. 


PRESS SYNDICATE, 1287, ST. LOUIS, MO. 


BIBLE UNIVERSITY COURSE 


_ Leading to graduation. Study at home. Graduate 
in 30 months. Best books. For announcement, write 
Pror. C. J. Burton, Bible University, Eugene, Ure. 


‘Baby Loves | 
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Cuticura 



























SKIN IRRITATIONS 


For their immediate relief and 
healing doctors prescribe 


Resinol 





Have you grasped the great cen- 
tral theme of the entire Bible ? 


THE MEANING 
OF THE CROSS 








' By the REv. GORDON WaTrT, of Edinburgh 


Author of “ The Strategic Value of Prayer.”” 


Makes this very clear and precious to 
the soul. There are nine studies showing 
the meaning of the Cross in the Old Testa- 
ment, ia the. Gospels, in the Epistles, 
and in the Revelation, and its central 
place in salvation, victory, power and 
service is shown. 

These studies were originally given 


at the 1922 Victorious Life Conference, ' 


at the Moody Bible Institute, and else- 
where, and brought unusual blessings 
to the hearts of the listeners. 

Cloth, $1.25; postage, 10 cents 


THE.SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES.CO. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 





When answering advertisemen lease 
mentiun The Sunday Scheel _— » 


to tell India, and China, and Africa, 
and the rest of the world — 
There is a fountain filled with blood 
Drawn from Emmanuel’s veins; 
And sinners, plunged beneath that flood, 
Lose all their guilty stains.” 
ye 


Strikingly significant is the Scripture 
portion chosen for this week’s topic. 
It will help us to understand what mis- 
sions should mean to China to notice 
especially the words of the Lord Jesus 
as he stood up in.the synagogue at Naz- 
areth to read the Scriptures. He chose 
to read Isaiah 61:1, 2, a prophecy that 
foretold his mission,—the preaching of 
the Gospel of salvation to the poor in 
spirit, the healing of broken hearts 
through reconciling men to God, the de- 
livéring of captives from the chains of 
sin, the opening of the eyes of the’ spir- 
itually blind, the liberating of those who 
were wounded and bruised and beaten 
by their accuser the Evil One, and to 
proclaim the dispensation of grace when 
all who would might come and take of the 
water of life freely. Then, as he closed 
the book, he preached to them from this 
Scripture saying that that very day it 
iwas fulfilled in himself. 

And, indeed, that Scripture was ful- 
filled in a very special sense that day 
when Christ read it, because he had al- 
ready set his face as a flint to go to 
Jerusalem and to Calvary in order to» pay 
the penalty for man’s sin and to make 
possible the dispensation of grace. 


This then is the heart of all that mis- 
sions have done or can do to help China, 
-—to carry to her the Good News that 
there is healing for the broken-hearted, 
that there is deliverances for captives, 
that there is sight for the blind, and lib- 
erty for the bound, and pardon for lost 
and undone sinners, regardless of race 
or color. The great gift of missions to 
China is Christ, anything short of that 
is mockery. 

To be sure, there are certain benefits 
that come as a result of Christianity and 
are inseparable from it, because it is im- 
possible for genuinely saved men and 
women to continue in, or be satisfied 
with the old sinful life. Chinese Chris- 
tians quickly saw that the murder of 
infants was not consistent with the Chris- 
tian life. As they came to know the 
1 Lord Jesus they understood, as they had 
not before, the sinfulness and cruelty of 
footbinding and the evils of the,oppres- 
sion of women. The evils of opium avere 
laid bare by the light of the Gospel. 
From Christian missionaries the Chinese 
came to know better ways of living, how 
to take care of their bodies, rules for 
health and sanitation, and the like. 

All of these have their place as second- 
ary results of knowing Christ, but the 
tragedy is that, today, there are those 
who would take to China these by-prod- 
ucts of Christianity rather than the heart 
which is the Lord Jesus himself and his 
saving, keeping power. 

. Me 

But let-us not lose- heart because there 
are some in China who are teaching an 
educational gospel, or a social gospel. 
Rather let it be to us, who know. the 
saving power of the Lord Jesus, a chal- 
lenge for prayer and a challenge for the 
consecration of our lives that China may 
know a living, all-powerful 
There is much ground vet to be taken. 
One-fourth of the world’s inhabitants 


who have never heard of a. Saviour who 
died for them. 

All who know China from experience 
say that she is awaking politically, men- 
tally, socially, and spiritually from a long 
sleep. China needs Christ todav as she 
has never needed him before. He alone 
is sufficient for the tremendous prob- 
lems she is facing. He alone can save 
her from becoming a menace to the whole 
world. 

The missionaries who know the Chinese 
tell us that the people want Christ, and 
are open to the message of salvation as 
never before. . Let us pray for the Chris- 
tian Chinese, during these days of uncer- 
tainty and turmoil, that they may be kept 
faithful. Let us pray for the distribution 
of the Word throughout the length and 
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Saviour. | 


live in China, and there are yet millions, 


‘breadth of bong let us rs —y the mis- }, 
fsionaries who have beep forced to aban- |. 

don. their work temporarily may speedily | MOUNTAIN PEAKS 
have free access again to all parts of the 
land. Let us pray for a great outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit upon the Chinese 
Christians, that they themselves may be 
ag the vision of evangelizing their own 
and, 


OF PROPHECY 


Learn in thie new, absorbing course the great 
we outstanding prophecies concerning the past, 


aA . sent. and future of God's dealings with man. 
Are the missions that I am helping to sup- 


ow *s covenant is always fulfilled to 
port giving firrt place to the whole Gospel the letter, though centuries may elapee. Prophe- 
of Christ in China? 


cies are scattered through the Bible. This course 
, gathers them together in a vitally interestin 
ones ° ° . orm. It will increase your faith in the fina 
How much am I willing to sacrifice in time triumph of ‘s kingdom as the Bible prom- 











and money to see that China gets the Ges- ises. Write for further details. 
pel? Meody-F'ble Institute C pond: School 
Is God calling me to China? , Dept. 4505 153-163 Institute Place, Chicago 
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Ministers, Missionaries, Christian Workers. 
and Other Transient and Permanent Guests 


Will find at The National Bible Institete’s Headquarters Building 
the following excellent advantages : 
LA eleven- , fre-proof buildi iding : Y 
Oh Sie ates host oir lates ht sat alt 
water in each room—Shower or tub bath on each floor —Twenty- 
four hour elevator service. * : 
2. ‘A central location, with unexcelled transit facilities to every part 
of the Metropolitan district. 
3. A congenial Christian atmosphere. 
4. Adining room (open from September 15 to June 30 inclusive), 
- 
6. 








c and moderately priced food. 
A well-equipped library. 
SPECIAL SUMMER RATES (Effective June 1 to August 31, 1927) 
Single Rooms, $8.00 per week (A few at $7.00 per week) ; ; 


Double R 15.00 week. 
Reservations for ama Brxceptionally Low Rates 


hould Be Made Well in Advance. 

















For reservations or information, write Guest Secretary 


THE NATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTE 
340 West SSth Street, New York 
DON O. SHELTON, President | +*C. B. NORDLAND. Secretary. HUGH R. MONRO, Treasurer 


oneeneetnntentia lipase omen 














ath 


HEAR US ON THE RADIO. KEVIN FREQUENT BROADCASTING — WPG. 




















ATLANTIC CITY 


These two names are friendly expressions of material comforts and personal 
hospitality to those who love te go down to the sea for rest or play. Friends, 
~ gather than hotels, they have become through fifty years of graceful service. 


American Plan Only. ' Always Open. Illustrated Folder on Request. 
LEEDS and LIPPINCOTT COMPANY 


— Ts Your Thinking 
Fall. of Question Marks? 


==) Orare you a bit in the dark, or confused,about what you believe,and why? 
fES-| Perhaps. you aren't, but you know of some of your friends who are. 

















inars eset N EITHER’ case, Mr. Bryan’s book, SEVEN QUESTIONS IN DIS- 
pap pelea meat PUTE, containing, all the material that appeared in the special 
SSS Sunday School Times articles, together with one of Dr. Pace's most 





striking cartoons in connection with each chapter, is the book for you. 
— ‘Thousands have been helped by Mr. Bryan’s clear, satisfying de- 

fenses of the Christian faith. This handy volume masses the arguments for the historic 

Christian faith in. convenient. form. .Special ‘rates for quantities. How many can you use? 
Single copies, cloth, $1.25; postage, 10 cents. 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 1031 WaLnuT STrreet, PHILADELPHIA 

















Answered Prayer in China 


By Cnarizs Ernest Seott, Author of ** China from Within’’ 
Cloth, 219 pages, $1.50; postage, 12 cents 
THE SUNDAY. SCHOOL TIMES, COMPANY, 1031 Waunut St., PHILADELPHIA 
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“Revival Gems Number Two” 
A New Hymn Book for general use 


Being used by many of the largest 
Churches and Sunday Schools in Aspodies 


Only TEN CENTS per copy. 
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Best Hymns by 


and a score of 
other noted 
writers. 
Fully 
Orchestrated 
for 14 
instruments 
Contains the 
old favorites, 
commonly 
xuows as the 


: and 
223 Sankey Hymns.” 
Many old invitation hymns not found else- 
yaa. Lp is : hig on roy ee | 
ymns and gospel songs n the finan 
reach of any church or Sunday School. 
Nearly two million copies of Number One 
have been sold. Number Twois considered a 
better book. “Revival Gems Number Two” 








‘wo’ 
is a sensation. It issweeping the country. 
Send in your order at once for this great book. 
PRINTED IN BOTH ROUND AND BHAPED NOTES, 
Remember, only Ten Cents per copy and 
Sully orchestrated for 14 instruments. 
SAMUEL W, BEAZLEY & SON., 
63 W. JACKSON BLVD., CHICAGO. ILL. 
Obtainable at your own denominational book store, 
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Amazing New Raincoat 


Never before such a value! Thi 
Geiser nae syee 
Boputer : king, viv polors. Wind. 
No Experience Needed 
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HOLY LAND 
* and EGYPT 


an. 25,'28, 65 days, 
600 up; including 
me hotels, fees, drives, 
uides, Viz: Madeira, Portugal, Spain, Gibraltar, 
Igiers, Athens, Constantinople, 14% days in Holy 
Landand Egypt, Italy, Monaco,Cherbourg,Glasgow. 
32 Successful Cruises. Utmost Travel Value. 
New Cunard oil-burners chartered for round trip, 
No coaling discomforts. Famous cuisine. Inspiring 
lectures. Congenial companionship. Stop overs. 
8th World Cruise. Jan.16,’28,125 days—$r250 up; 
Hawaii, Japan, China, India, Egypt, Holy Land. etc. 
3rd Summer Cruise, July 2, 27, 52 days—$6o0 up; 
Viz: Portugal, Spain, ‘l'angier. Gibraltar, Algiers, 
Italy, Monaco, Norway, Sweden, Scotland, Germany. 
Plan now—Get early choice of rates and berths. 
Free—8o pp. illustrated descriptive program with 
full itinerary and rates of Cruise you specify. 


KELLER TRAVEL AGENCY, Desk 3-S, 70 E. 45th St, New York 
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Grade Only. Established 1827. 








Main Office and Works “*"Nus.°°™ 
Hook & Hastings Co. 
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BRONZETABLETS 


: Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry- 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St.. New York City. 








For Fathily Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee 


The Great Commission Prayer League, 808 North 
La Salle Street, Chicago, is a faith movement, de- 
pendent for its support wholly upon the Lord 
through “them that are His,” Its leaflets are 
published free in the Lord for prayerful distribu- 
tion. Its staff gladly respond to personal 
calls for intercession as such calls are sent to them 
by mail and otherwise. Readers are asked to prey 
for God's guidance and blessing of the League.— 
Editor of Sunday School Times. 


Daily Office Prayers 


N A certain well-known Christian in- 

stitution in America, which employs a 
large clerical force and which sends out 
many tons of literature annually, such 
a thing as an office prayer-meeting heid 
regularly was unknown until less than two 
years ago.. Then, through the influence 
of one individual, a weekly prayer-meet- 
ing was begun which all the employees 
as well as officers were urged to attend; 
since which time the annual output of 
this institution has more than doubled, 
and its influence for good increased cor- 
respondingly. A somewhat similar Chris- 
tian institution in the same city adopted 
some time ago the custom of daily office 
prayer, with results most gratifying. Not 
only has the spiritual atmosphere changed 
for the better, but the employees are 
easier to deal with and render.more effi- 
cient service. The time “lost” in .prayer 
is far more than regained in numerous 
ways. Is not this a subject worthy of 
general consideration? Would not the 
habit of daily office prayer in every Chris- 
tian institution solve many of their prob- 
lems? Say a quarter or half-hour each 
day. Think, about it. 


May 23 to 29 
Mon.—Acts § : 17-26. 
The Apostles Persecuted. 

Prison walls, whether of stone or of 
circumstances, are nothing to those who 
are walking truly in the will of God; or 
if anything, are wings rather than 
weights. John Bunyan, Madam Guyon, 
and many another, will live to the end 
of time because God’s grace enabled them 
to turn bodily imprisonment to glorious 
spiritual account. 

PRAYER ENCOURAGEMENT: There are no 
limitations to prayer except what Gop 
sets. Neither distance, nor time, nor age, 
nor circumstance, is any barrier to prayer 
or to its effectiveness. Prayers offered in 
America are answered in India; offered 
today are answered years hence; offered 
in wvcakness by young, or old, or circum- 
scribed, are answered in power by God. 


Tues.—Acts §$:33-42. The Apostles Beaten. 


Beaten, yet not beaten! Beaten, but 
“more than conquerers.” The only thing 
that can “beat” a child of God is per- 
mitted or indulged sin. Not sickness, not 
circumstances, not temporal stress, “nor 
any other creature,” can of itself beat 
“one of His”; but sin can: unbelief, 
yielding to temptation, and the like. Ah, 
but 1 John 1:9! 

Prayer SuGGestTions: Pray for every 
defeated or discouraged child of Ged. 
Pray for the tempted, the wavering, the 
yielding. Pray for those who- long for 
Christian sympathy and counsel, and help. 
Pray for parents whose children are 
bringing unspeakable sorrow into their 
parents’ lives. 


Wed.—Matthew 16 : 16-25. 
The Disciple Not Above His Master. 


The less spirituality on the part of the 
Church, the less persecution on the part 
of the. world. To “follow his steps” is 
to suffer his reproaches. The Church can- 
not win the world to Christ by becoming 
a part of the world, else the world would 
have been won long ago. How much per- 
secution are you suffering for Christ’s 
sake? 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for your 
church; its pastor and official board; its 
lines of activity; its midweek prayer serv- 
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field; its ushers and choir members; its 
children and young people; its jail and 
hospital work; its Lord’s Day services. 
Pray paiLy for your church. 
Thurs.—1 Peter 3 : 8-22. 
Suffering for Righteousness’ Sake. 
There are not less than eighteen com- 
mands in these fifteen verses. Go over them 
one hy one, and see how many of them you 
are obeying; also how many are. being 
obeyed in your home, and in your church, 
How many mere statements: of fact are 
there in these verses? Are there any 
“promises” ? 
PRAYER SuccEstions: Reread the In- 
troduction, and pray that the suggestion 
offered may be widely adopted. Why not, 
when writing mission boards, and tract 
societies, and training schools, and other 
Christian institutions, call their attention 
to the matter? Some of them may not 
have thought of it. 
Fri—1 Peter 4: 12-19. 
Partakers of Christ’s Sufferings. 
What were “Christ’s sufferings”? 
What is it to be a “partaker” of those 
sufferings? (v. 13.) Note that he who 
thus suffers is to “rejoice.” Do we? 
Note also that certain other sufferings are 
expressly prohibited (v. 15). Are the suf- 
ferings in verses 16 and 19 the same in 
kind as in verse 13? 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for the 
Child Welfare Association of China (150 
Fifth Avenue, New York City), which 
exists “to bring the children of China to 
Christ, and through them to prepare the 
masses for the reception of the Gospel.” 
This Association needs prayerful backing. 
Sat.—Matthew 5 : 1-12. 
Rejoicing in Persecution, 
Don’t overlook the fact that the “bless- 
edness” spoken of is to those who:are per- 
secuted (1) “for righteousness’ sake’ s 
(2) “falsely”; and (3) “for my sake.” 
These are to “rejoice,” for their reward 
is also threefold: (1) “the kingdom: of 
heaven”; (2) “reward in heaven’; and 
(3) prophetic company. 
Prayer SuGGcESTIONS: Pray for Pastor 
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W. S. Hottel, who is ..ow in charge of 
what was formerly known as the Gospel 
Tabernacle of Hamilton, Ont., the con- 
gregation of which Dr. P. W. Philpott, 
now pastor of the Moody Church, Chi- 
cago, was in charge for over a quarter 
of a century. 

Sun.—Psalm 27:1-6. Security in Jehovah, 


Are there any points of similarity: in 
the: persecutions that David suffered and 
those described in yesterday’s reading? 
Or in the rewards? Are you able, with 
a love-filled heart, to offer “sacrifices of 
joy” and to “sing praises unto the Lord” 
when you are evilly spoken against or 
persecuted? “Blessed are ye”! 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
publisher and editors of The Sunday 
School Times, and for all their varied 
ministries.- Thank God for Mr. and Mrs. 
Howard’s safe return from the Holy 
Land. Pray for the Victorious Life Tes- 
timony. 


$25 to $50— 
Easily Made During Spare Time 


Sell our EMBOSSED INITIAL TEA NAPKINS 
packed three dozen to the package. 
Made of the finest Lynkloth Crepe 
Paper. Every package with your own 
initial in OLD ENGLISH. In ordering 
kindly state the quantity of each initial 
you desire. This is an article that every 
home has use for, and with our Sample 
Box sales are easily — Cost 13c, 
sells for 25c. Sample Box 25c. With 
every order of 25 packages Sample 
package FREE. 30 days credit, carrying 
charges prepaid. F 


GILLMORE BROS., Publishers, Reading, Pa 

















Do not forget that Samuel W. 
Beazley & Son, Chicago, Ill., are 
leaders as hymn book publishers. 
Their books can be ordered from 
your own Denominational book 
store. See one of these new books 
advertised on this page. 











BUSINESS man, a friend of 

the New York Bible Society, 
keeps in his desk a small supply of a 
book he calls “The Greatest Love 
Story in the World.” Some time 
ago he handed a copy to a stranger 
who came to his office upon business 
and who remarked that he was in 
‘great trouble and thoroughly dis- 


on our business friend to thank him 
for the Book, declaring that he had 
accepted Jesus Christ as his Saviour, 
had become a student of the Bible 


and was Seeking to win others. 


This same business man gave a 
dissipated Italian -bootblack a copy 


the World.” Some weeks later the 
Italian gratefully said to him: “I read 
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ice; ats representatives on the foreign 





Sent to You Free 


“The Greatest Love Story 
in the World” 


couraged. Recently he called again. 


of “The Greatest Love Story in 


that good Book every day. I get 
drunk no more. I have more money 
for my family and put some in the 
bank, too,— and I get no more head- 
ache.” 

These true stories illustrate the 
divine power of “The Greatest Love 
Story in the World,” and the great 
good that its comforting and inspiring 
message does. 

You who know the Truth will 
deeply appreciate a copy of this book. 
Perhaps you will find consolation in 





its pages, comfort in its message, .¢ 


—most certainly the noble Christ. ,¢” 


ian service it renders will appeal ,” 
to you! Fal 

‘Send for a FREE Copy o 
We will gladly send you a copy 7 New York 
et the book our friend calls o Bible Society 
“The Greatest Love Story e Dept. 35 
in the World” if you will % 5 East 48th Street 


simply send your name 
and address on the at- 
tached coupon, en- 
closing a stamp. 


o New York City, N. ¥. 


Gentlemen: Please send 

@ me without obligation on 
a, my parta free copy of “The 
Greatest Love Story in the 


Hew Pork BibleSociery 


“Jive Gast‘Forty Gighth Street ra <a 
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